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Dear Cousiny and Friendy 


| know you've all been “happy” and "sad" at the same time. That's me with this 
issue, the last that Perry "Buzz" Brake, our Journal co-editor in Tacoma, 
Washington, will do. Sadly, he has handed over the reins to Sharon Viellenave 
in Georgia and Rosie Sheets in Ohio. Happily, these ladies, generously agreed to 
tackle the job. Together with our editor-in-chief Raydine Teicheira, Jane Lew, 
WV, they will bring you future issues. Thank you, Buzz, for your several years 
of dedication to assembling one of the finest Journals to be published by any 
genealogy society anywhere. And, thanks, Sharon and Rosie, for taking on this 
monumental task. | know you will work hard to maintain the quality that we 


have had. 


"Success" describes the activities around the HCPD library this spring. Thanks 
to many of you we've raised some funds to help with our operating expenses 
and had a great time doing it. Our annual yard sale yielded over a thousand 
dollars while the May Day Raffle, which was won by Betty Ann Nicholson of 
Weston, netted $1500+. Thanks, everyone, who made these things possible. 


During the last week in April we participated in the Ohio Genealogical Society 
Conference in Akron, Ohio, with a booth displaying and selling our wares. We 
also had a dinner for HCPDers in the area. About 20 persons attended and 
shared and had a great time. We plan to do the same thing again next year. 
Dates for the 2002 conference are April 18-21 and it will be in Toledo. Watch 
for more information later. 


During the summer months (May 1-September 30), thanks to the willingness of 
our volunteers to make it happen, our library will be open seven days and five 
evenings a week. So, ya'all come! And, remember...register now for the 20th 
Annual Gathering - August 9-12 - here at the library! 


Thank you for those very kind words, Joy! And thank you HCPD for trusting me to help 
put the Journal together for the last three years. | have truly enjoyed the job and have 
learned a lot, “met” a lot of wonderful people through the mail and internet, and found 
a lot of satisfaction in knowing that | was doing my part to reveal our past and 
preserve our heritage. Sharon and Rosie...1 am here if you need me! 


Bugy 
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by Nancy ROHR 


This is an account of the settling of Crooked Run, the tributary that flows into 
Leading Creek, some 14 miles west of Weston, Lewis County, West Virginia. Many 
years ago, Anthony STARK wrote about these pioneers. The names of their 
descendants still prevail in the Freeman District and neighboring areas. ! am not 
certain if Anthony STARK, the author, is the same Anthony STARK mentioned in the 
writings, or a descendant, but it is clear from the writing that the author had a 
firsthand knowledge of the subject material. 


Mr. STARK wrote that John MONEYPENNY had already settled at the mouth of 
the Run about 1835. Christopher CASHEN followed in 1842 and James DEMPSEY in 
1848. But STARK's story was the migration of a small group of settlers. He 
continued... . 


“Among the band of settlers were two brothers, Joseph A. and Anthony STARK 
from Ettlenger or Ettlengen, in the Grand Dutchy of Baden, Germany. They were joined 
somewhere along the way by Lorentz SHUTRETTER, George SHEARER, and Martin 
MERTZ. (loseph STARK, now widowed, had been married to a sister of MERTZ.) The 
STARK brothers left Germany in 1838 and landed in New York City, but moved to 
Philadelphia in search of work. Anthony STARK married Margaret BRIMMER there in 
1843 in a Catholic ceremony. The three of them moved soon after and bought a lot in 
Myerstown in what is now Mineral County, WV, about 12 miles from Keyser, 18 miles 
from Moorefield. Other German families followed. But the land was practically on top 
of the Allegheny Mountains, rugged to this day, and still not good for farming. 


“Six years later, the STARK brothers with relatives and perhaps new neighbors, 
MERTZ, SHUTRETTER, and SHEARER decided to look for better land. Joseph A. 
STARK was delegated to go Weston in 1849 to speak with land developers Camden, 
Bailey, and Camden. West of town, he met with Bernard KRAUS on the Staunton and 
Parkersburg Turnpike to look over some acreage. STARK purchased five farms of 
about one hundred acres each on Crooked Run from BAILEY for the families to settle. 
When he returned to the others, STARK reported that, together, they had bought land 
in a vast wilderness with many springs and house sites. However, always a practical 
German thinker, he did not think there were enough rocks to build one good chimney. 


“The menfolk returned to Lewis County together as winter broke up. They 
hewed nearby trees and used grapevines as ropes to haul the cut trees to build the 
two-story log house. They returned to Myersville to gather their families and 
possessions in carts and wagons for the new settlement. According to Anthony 
STARK, the following family groups moved to Crooked Run: Joseph A. STARK, 
widower, age 44; Anthony STARK, 32 his wife Margaret, 33 and their young children 
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Henry and Charles Joseph; Lorentz SHUTRETTER, 36 and his wife Frederica, 34 and 
their children Elizabeth, Charles, and Mary; George SHEARER and his wife Beana 
Qacobina), 43 and their children Andrew, Henry, William, Louisa, John and George; 
Martin MERTZ, 36 and his wife Grace, 40 and their children Frances, Frank Anthony, 
Florantz, Elizabeth, Catherine and Joseph. Altogether 26 persons, 9 adults and 17 
children, made the trip.” 


The Shearer boys at 14 and 13 were the oldest of ail the children, but all the 
children, even the toddlers, were expected to carry their share of the load. Most likely 
for the younger generation this was to become the most exciting adventure of their 
lives. This was the "stuff" of family fireside evening stories. 


Most likely the family members, except the women with infants, walked along 
together, herding their animals as they went. At least the threat of Indians had been 
removed, And they were already used to the danger of the wild animals - bears, wolves 
and panthers. But there was no good route to use. Whether they went through 
Moorefield and then west or southwest through Parsons, the way was rugged beyond 
belief; the mountains are just as steep today. Once over the worst mountains, the 
roads perhaps became easier when they joined up with the Turnpike near Elkins, then 
past Buckhannon, certainly near Hackers Creek, in through Weston, still through more 
gentle hills, and finally out to Crooked Run. At the very least, these pioneers trudged 
over 140 miles. Could they have even traveled five miles on a good day? 


Following is a map drawn by John M. STARK, a descendant of Anthony and 
Joseph, showing the layout of the plots mentioned in this article. 
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Author Anthony STARK continues... 


“When they finally arrived, all four families and Joseph STARK lived in that same 
newly built house the first year - each family group had a corner. The men agreed to 
help each other build their new homes and drew straws to see who would get the 
house already built. Anthony STARK drew the lucky straw and kept the original house. 


Besides building the log homes, the land had to be cleared for crops and 
pasture made for the cattle. By trade in the old country, Anthony STARK was a baker 
and later worked as a baker at Weston State hospital. Joseph STARK, who later 
remarried, was a shoemaker. SHUTRETTER was a blacksmith and winemaker. 
SHEARER was a weaver; and, MERTZ was a tailor.” 


All of these families eventually turned to farming, but their trades served them 
well with the endless chores before electricity, running water, indoor plumbing, and 
Walmart. 


In just eleven years the STARKs had left the "old" country behind and 
established a place for themselves in the "new" country. These were penny-saving, 
hard-working, church-going, independent folks. The desire to improve their lives and 
that of their families led to a struggle for existence that today can only be looked at in 
awe. What wonderful people...what a wonderful story. 


Maurice Allman Receives 
History Day Award 


by Joy STALNAKER 


HCPD's own Maurice ALLMAN was the recipient of a History Hero Award at History 
Day in Charleston on March 22, 2001. What's more. . .it was a surprise! We managed 
to get him there without telling him what was going on! 


Nominations for the award are made by genealogical and historical societies around 
the state and presented by the West Virginia Division of Culture and History in 
recognition of the work that is done “in the trenches” for the preservation of West 
Virginia's heritage. Here is what was said of Maurice in the program: 


Maurice ALLMAN of Philippi is a "Founding father” of Hacker's Creek Pioneer 
Descendants (HCPD), one of the state's foremost genealogical and historical societies. 
A member of the board of directors since its inception in 1982, he served six years as 
president. With his direct assistance, HCPD has been the recipient of more than 
$40,000 in grants from various sources during the past decade. ALLMAN is co- 
chairman of HCPD's West Virginia Cemetery Preservation and Maintenance Board, a 
committee devoted to the cooperative preservation of small family-owned and/or 
neglected cemeteries around the state. 


Congratulations, Maurice! 
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Lucullus Virgil 
McWhorter 


He-Mene-Ka-Wan 
“The Old Wolf” 


by Judith MCWHORTER GOODWIN 


Lucullus Virgil McWhorter 


Perhaps once in each generation there arises a personality so many faceted one long 
lifetime is not enough to encompass it. Such a one was my grandfather Lucullus Virgil 


McWHORTER. 


A direct descendant of the Virginia (West) Scotch Irish who fought in the American 
Revolution, Lucullus Virgil was born January 29, 1860. He spent his childhood roaming 
and exploring the West Virginia backwoods. School could not hold him from pursuing 
his far-flung interests, which at an early age included archaeology and Indian lore. 
Always fiercely independent, he never went further than the third grade, a poor 
prognostication of the books he would write and the academic honors he would 


receive. 


It was during this childhood among the families of the early Hacker's Creek, settlers 
that he listened fascinated to their first hand stories of the life of the earliest Allegheny 
frontiersmen. He stored these stories in his memory and his notes and from these 
tales came his first book Border Settlers of Northwestern Virginia, published in 1915, 
thirteen years after his move to the Yakima Valley in the state of Washington. He once 
described himself as a “homesick Monongahelan.” He never forgot West Virginia. 


At the age of 23, he married Ardelia SWISHER and together they had three children. 
With his father, Dr John Minion MCWHORTER, he went into cattle breeding, specializing 
in Devon cattle. Ardelia died suddenly in 1893, leaving Lucullus a widower with three 
children. He remarried in 1895, Annie BOWMAN, who shared his interest in Indians. 
In 1897, he moved his family to Ohio, where he continued Devon cattle breeding and 
also ran an indian artifacts trading business. 


In 1902, his free spirit felt the call of the west where he could find great expanses of 
grazing land for his cattle and more and different Indians to investigate. So, at the age 
of 42, he gave his Indian artifact collection to the West Virginia Historical and 
Antiquarian Society, sold his Ohio farm, left his West Virginia far behind, and by rail 
took his family and Devon cattle to the lush cattle ranges near North Yakima, WA. Here 
began the second haif of this remarkable life. 


Whereas in the east he is-known today for his chronicling of the Virginia border 
settlers, in the west, he is acclaimed as the historian of the indians. 
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He arrived in the Yakima Valley, land of sagebrush, and fenceless bunch grass, ranges 
and sunshine in 1902. In rapid succession, he: 


1. Purchased a thirty-acre farmland and.established his Devon cattle operations. 
This herd was the progenitor of all the Devon cattle in the Northwest and is 
so remembered in livestock circles. The Devon were shown at cattle shows 
up and. down the Pacific Coast, including the Lewis & Clark Centennial 
Exposition in Portland in 1905. They took many awards; 

2. Made friends with the Nez Perce Indians, was made a blood brother, and 
given the name of "He-Mene-Ka-Wan" or “Old Wolf.” The Yakimas made him a 
member of their tribe and gave him the name of “Big Foot” which he used the 
rest of his life. ; 

3. Began collecting tribal lore in 1908. His method was to live with the Indians 
and inscribe what they told him in a field book; 

4. In 1910, became a minority activist long before the time. !n a spectacular 
night ride, he and his white horse “Wild Eye,” “Ukt-Och-Ise,” rode the length 
and breadth of the Yakima Indian Reservation warning the Indians. not to . 
sign a paper that would relinquish land and water rights. The Indians 
listened to their “brother” and were saved thousands of acres of Jand. 


During these years Big Foot became a familiar figure on the still brick-paved streets of 
the little frontier town of Yakima. Wearing the Indian’s large, felt brimmed hat, likely 
with a feather tucked in the band, and Indian beaded gauntlets, he clattered along the 
red brick streets riding the spirited and mean (my father told me) white horse: "Ukt- 
Och-lIse,” "Wild Eye." : 


In 1912, he sold his ranch, built a commodious frame house in Yakima and began to 
research and write in earnest, concentrating on the Nez Perce Indian war. With 
surviving warriors as his guides, he retraced the long route of the Nez Perce Indian 
retreat, from Oregon to Canada" not once but four or.five times. : 


In 1942, he was listed in Who's Who among North American Writers; he was awarded 
the "Certificate’ of Merit" by Washington State University, which eulogized him for 
“scholarship and monumental work in research,” he was a curator of the Washington 
State Historical Society, and was instrumental in the placing of historical markers 
throughout the state. 


in the 82nd year of his life, he died. He was buried with a long line of Indians: 
following his coffin afoot to his final resting place.in the old Tahoma Cemetery in 
Yakima. He left behind in his papers, the copious notes of his research which life, even 


82 years of it, did not give him time to finish. 
t 


My grandfather was in one a ‘romantic and an activist, a writer and isieaana: a 
collector, and a prize-winning HIVE SORE man in the old days of unfenced ranges, and a 
minority rights activist. 


Such were the many facets of the personality and character of this man, the homesick 
Monongahelan, who wanted only to be remembered as a “friend of the Indians.” 
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@ wh John Smith Hood: 
ess ¢ The Early Years & a, 


by HCPD Member John J. HOOD 


HOOD at http://www.rootsweb.com/~wvcalhou/index2.htm. Ed. 


Ee readers having access to the internet can find a companion article posted by John 


John Smith HOOD was born on May 31, 1821 in the village of Jefferson, Jefferson 
Township, Greene County, Pennsylvania. © He was the first child born to the union of 
John HOOD (1799-1843) and Letitia (SMITH) HOOD (c.1803-1887). The exact reason 
he was named "John Smith HOOD" is lost to us and leaves us with intriguing questions: 
Was he named “John SMITH", after his maternal grandfather, or was he named "John" 
for his father and "SMITH" for his mother's family? Could it have been his name 
satisfied both reasons (killing two birds with one stone)? 


As a young boy in the late 1820's and early 1830's, he undoubtedly received an 
education of some kind, but it is uncertain where exactly he went to school and for 
how long. He may have gone to school in Waynesburg, PA where his family was living 
in the 1820's. He may have continued going to school in Waynesburg after his father 
moved the family to Blacksville, (West) Virginia in 1832, as it appears to the author that 


Pennsylvania had a better system for educating its young than did Virginia. (2) 
While a teenager in the mid-1830's, he left home and went to Waynesburg to learn the 


saddler's trade. Finishing his training in 1839 or 1840, he left Waynesburg and 
relocated at Granville in Grant District, Monongalia County and, "...immediately 


engaged in the business for which he had prepared himself.” ® He continued in the 
saddler's trade in Granville until the death of his father in 1843, ® 
In 1843, John Smith HOOD's father died suddenly and unexpectedly. John Smith HOOD 
was the only son of legal age in the family, so it fell upon John to manage his father's 
affairs and settle the estate. © 

Mary Maria SMYTH: Her Early Years 


Mary Maria SMYTH was born on October 11, 1825, most likely in the vicinity of 
Maidsville in the Cass District of Monongalia County. ) She was the daughter of 
Hynson SMYTH and Catherine (BOWLBY) SMYTH. Her father was a farmer who had 
managed to accumulate a modest amount of wealth over the course of his life. Next to 


nothing is known about her life prior to her marriage to John Smith HOOD. Se 


About the time that John Smith HOOD was in Waynesburg learning the saddler's trade, 
his father had moved the family from Blacksville (in Monongalia County) to a place 
near Jimtown (or possibly Hamilton) in the Cass District of Monongalia County where 
he operated a store. Hynson SMYTH and his wife would have been about the same 
ages as John and Letitia HOOD. They may have crossed paths as a result of doing 
business at the Hood store, or since both families belonged to the Methodist 
denomination, they may have attended the same church (the SMYTHs attended the 
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Bethel M.E. Church in Maidsville). In either case, this, most likely, is how John Smith 
Hood came to make the acquaintance of Mary Maria SMYTH. 


The Early Years Of Their Marriage: 1844 To 1849 


John Smith HOOD and Mary Maria SMYTH were married on February 4, 1844. 6) They 
made their home on the old John HOOD farm, living in a separate dwelling from 


Letitia SMITH HOOD. ‘ One would expect that John and Maria were very happy once 
they were wedded, but the burden of John's responsibility with his father's estate and 
with the care of his mother and younger siblings may have always hung in the 
background. Unfortunately, this was not the only trial they would face in the early 
years of their marriage. 


In late 1844 or early 1845, a son was born to John and Mary, and this must certainly 
have seemed like a blessing to a young man a lot of responsibility. Tragically, this son 
died (of unknown causes) a few months after his birth and was never given a name. 
John had his unnamed son laid to rest in the family graveyard that later became the 


churchyard at the Mt. Hood Methodist Episcopal Church in Lowesville where his father 
and sisters were buried earlier. “” 

Closing of accounts in the course of settling his father's estate appears to have been 
no easy task for John Smith HOOD. Through one of his business enterprises, John 
HOOD had apparently conducted some business with a man named Peter DAVIS who 
later turned out to be untrustworthy. On September 14, 1844, Hood, Boyers & Co. filed 
two suits, one against Peter DAVIS, John H. BOWLBY and Matthias W. DAVIS, and the 
other suit against Peter DAVIS and Robert TIBBS. The case against DAVIS and TIBBS 
lasted until April 14, 1846 when two bills of exception were filed, and this is the last 
mention of this case. In the other case, it dragged on further until the plaintiff agreed 
that they would renounce their claim against John H. BOWLBY and Matthias W. DAVIS 
if they (BOWLBY and DAVIS) agreed to pay their share of the court costs. Once that 
obstacle was removed, the case was finally concluded on September 13, 1848 with the 
court ordering Peter DAVIS to pay Hood, Boyers & Co. $519.39, with 6% interest on 


$340.58 of that amount from the date of judgment. ay 


On September 26, 1846, another son was born to John Smith and Mary (SMYTH) 
HOOD. This son lived and was named John John Smith HOOD was called "Smith", so 
naming his son “John” was unlikely to cause any confusion in the house). This must 
have been received as a very, welcome blessing after what John SMITH and Mary 


(SMYTH) HOOD had been through thus far. “” 


Although John Smith HOOD was charged with settling his father's estate, his next 
youngest brother, William, apparently made some attempt to seize part or all of his 
father's estate. On September 8, 1847, John Smith HOOD, along with his mother and 
other brothers and sisters (the heirs of John Hood) filed suit in Monongalia County 
Chancery Court against William HOOD. To settle this dispute among the heirs, the 
court appointed a three-man commission to assess the value of the land, then to divide 
up according to its quantity and quality. The commission made its final report to the 
court on April 7, 1848. From this settlement, John Smith HOOD received a 27-acre 


tract of land near Lowesville. "® 


On December 18, 1848, a daughter was born to John and Mary whom they named 
Margaret Helen. 
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In the latter half of the 1840's, John Smith HOOD began to make the transition from 
saddle-making to farming. aay Although Smith HOOD states that John HOOD (the 
father of John Smith HOOD) ran a number of farms, it appears that he was more of a 
merchant than a farmer. It's quite possible that John Smith HOOD's father-in-law, 
Hynson SMYTH, encouraged him and aided him into making the transition to farming. 


In 1849, John Smith HOOD is recorded as owning a %-acre tract of land along the 
Monongahela River (presumably Lowesville). This appears to be one he has purchased 


and is not connected to the land he obtained from his father's estate. "> 
Everything Begins To Settle Down: 1850 To 1861 


By 1850, John Smith HOOD was in the final phases of closing out his father's 
estate. “© He and his young family were living in a house of their own on the old John 


HOOD farm where his mother was living. 


The 1850 census provides an interesting snapshot of life in the John Smith Hood 
home. We find John Smith HOOD listed as a saddler with a personal estimated worth of 
$200. His wife, Mary, and children John and Margaret at home. There is another 
individual listed in the home, one Zackwell P. RIDGEWAY. He is a saddler who is a little 
older than John, and his estimated personal worth is equal to $1600. Ail we are told 
about Ridgeway is that he is a saddler, but the record does not state if he is a partner, 
an employee or an apprentice. 


During the decade of the 1850's, John and Mary added to their family. Alfred (Jr.) was 
born to them on February 20, 1851. Thomas M. was the next one born to them on 
April 20, 1853, followed by Rebecca C. on September 30, 1855 and Ida Ellen on May 


11, 1858." 

The spring of 1861 proved to be a busy one for the HOOD family. To begin with, the 
family added a new son named Smith on January 2, 1861. Since John Smith HOOD was 
already called "Smith" by those who knew him, his son Smith would be given the 
nickname "Bud". Also in the early part of 1861, John Smith HOOD purchased the 
William HAYHURST farm (amounting to about 175 acres) onto which they moved their 
family from the old John HOOD farm on April 1, 1861." 

The Civil War Years: 1861 To 1866 


When the Civil War broke out in April of 1861, John Smith HOOD was a middle-aged 
man with a family of small children. He is thought to have sympathies for the southern 
cause in the war. None of his sons were old enough to enlist for military duty, and 
although John Smith HOOD could have enlisted, it seems that a soldier's pay would not 
come near to matching what he was making from farming. In addition to that, 
enlistment would mean leaving Mary all alone to run the farm and raise the family. 


it has been said that his brother, William HOOD (1822-1899), served in the 
Confederate army and was held as a prisoner-of-war at Camp Chase, but there has 
been no independent confirmation of either of these claims." 

it has been hinted by one relative 2° that John Smith HOOD may have provided aid to 
the Jones Raiders in the Spring of 1863. Gen. William E. "Grumble" JONES led a raiding 


party of Confederate Cavalry into West Virginia to attack the B &O railroad as well as to 
gather horses, cattle, other provisions and possibly recruits for Lee's invasion of 
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Pennsylvania later that year. ©” Although we may never know with certainty if John 
Smith HOOD provided any aid to the Jones Raiders, it cannot be denied that he was a 
in good location to provide them assistance. 


The Jones Raiders entered Morgantown from direction of Kingwood on April 27, 1863. 
After a day of foraging in the city and surrounding countryside, they bivouacked ten 
miles south of Morgantown that night on the road to the town of Independence (in 
Preston County). This would have put them near the HOOD home, but on the other 
side (i.e., the eastern side) of the Monongahela River. They returned to Morgantown 
the next day (April 28) to continue their work. That evening, they left Morgantown in 
the direction of Fairmont on the west side of the river, which means they would have 


passed within a couple miles of the HOOD home (if not actually stopping there). ?” 


Whether or not John Smith HOOD aided the Jones Raiders, it would be safe to assume 
that this was not an easy time for Mary Maria (SMYTH) HOOD. With everyone in the 
area in hysterics about the Jones Raiders, she was in her seventh month of pregnancy 
with her daughter, Carrie M., who was later born on July 8, 1863. 


Once the Jones Raiders had left the Monongahela Valley, there was no. more military 
action in the area, and it can be presumed that life settled back into.a routine of sorts 
and remained that way until the end of the war. Mary gave birth to her last child, 
James, on January 11, 1866. 


Business Grows; Big Family Changes: 1867-1874 


John Smith HOOD ran a large farming enterprise, focusing largely on livestock. He 
often had 500 to 600 head of sheep on his farm as well as 80 to 100 head of cattle, 
horses, hogs and the like. He owned enough farmland that he was able to grow hay, 
corn, oats and wheat in large enough quantities to feed all of his livestock, never 
having to buy food for them. Each year, he managed to fill three barns with hay, corn, 
oats and wheat, amounting to about 500 tons. He also sold eggs, farm butter and 
maple syrup that they produced on the farm. The proceeds from the eggs, butter and 


syrup was enough to support the family. °? 


Of all his farming activities, it appears that sheep farming was his bailiwick. He 
purchased a Southdown Ram and some ewes in Vermont and introduced them into 


northwestern West Virginia, and also purchased registered Leicester sheep. ra 


As the year 1870 began, the John S. and Mary HOOD homestead had all of their 
children living at home with them, a couple of these children now being adults in their 
young 20's. This stands in stark contrast to how John HOOD (1799-1843) had his sons 
John Smith and Alfred leave home while they were very young. This hints that John 
Smith HOOD questioned his father's decision to have him leave home at a young age. 
It may also be the case that John Smith HOOD did not have the need to force his 
children “out of the nest” at an early age. In the 1870 census, John Smith HOOD 
reported that the value of his real estate holdings amounted to $17,500, and that the 
value of his personal estate equaled $2,000. : 

Tragedy struck the HOOD family that year: their daughter, Margaret Helen HOOD, died 


on June 30, 1870, a young lady of 21 years of age. It had been nearly 25 years since 
they had lost their first child, and the loss of Margaret Helen must have come as quite 
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a shock. They laid her to rest next to her unnamed brother in the family burying 
ground that eventually became part of the Mt. Hood M.E., South Church. @ 


In 1870, John Smith HOOD and William WISMAN, forming a partnership under the 
name of "HOOD and WISMAN", purchased a tract of land from Levi Lowe on which 
there was a large flour and woolen mill and several dwelling houses (being all of the 
village of Lowesville except for a small store building and two cottages). With the 
purchase of these assets they engaged in the milling business. ®© The mill was built 
about 1867 to replace an earlier one that had burned down. It was a three-story frame 
structure with a stone dam across the river that provided year round power to the mill. 
Wiley reported that the value of this mill (in 1882) was $8000. @” In 1872, John HOOD 
(the son of John Smith HOOD) purchased the interest of William WISMAN and the firm 


from then on was known as John S. HOOD & Son. @® 


By 1871, John Smith HOOD owned a total of 348.5 acres of land, all near where Big 
Indian Creek flows into the Monongahela River, including the cliff. The assessed value 
of all this land and buildings on them was $5,784.00. Also, he and his mother jointly 


owned a 54-acre tract of land near the river that was assessed at $864.00. °° 


Tragedy, once again, struck the Hood family early in 1872. Their youngest child, 
James, died on January 23, 1872, having just turned six years of age. °° This loss 
must have been painful, coming almost eighteen months after death of their daughter, 
Margaret Helen. James was buried in the same row with his brother and sister in the 
HOOD family cemetery. 

During the early 1870's, John S. and Mary HOOD's "nest" began to empty. Their sons 
John and Alfred married and established homes of their own as did daughter Rebecca. 
Their son, Thomas, showed promise as a scholar and pursued further education in the 
field of medicine. The homeplace must have suddenly seemed quieter than it 
previously had been. 


The Golden Years: 1875 To 1900 


Beginning around 1875, John Smith HOOD entered a period that was marked by 
growing wealth and ease. By owning high-quality sheep and the land on which they 
grazed and the mill in which the wool was carded, we would say (in modern business 
parlance) that he had a "vertically-integrated business”. In holding his costs down, he 
would have realized substantial profit even if he sold carded wool at something less 
than current market value. 


The year 1875 also marks the time period when John Smith HOOD slowly began to 
transfer the wealth that he had accumulated. He never made a will (hence dying 
intestate), but made advancements to his children and the church in various forms 
from 1875 until his death. It appears that two of the early beneficiaries were son John, 
getting a start in the milling business, and son Thomas, receiving cash to cover 


educational costs concomitant to pursuing an M.D. degree. ey 
Although this was a time of ease for John Smith HOOD, farming still continued to pose 
challenges for him. In an 1876 newspaper article concerning inadequate laws 


governing dog control in Monongalia County, it mentioned that: "J. S. HOOD, residing 
in the upper end of this [Grant] District, lost by dogs this winter a select fot of 
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Southdown and Leicesters, loss about $100, and the original costing up to $15 to $25 


per head." (32) 


The 1880 census record paints a picture of an older couple who now only have their 
youngest children at home. John Smith HOOD is recorded as being a farmer with wife, 


Mary, keeping house. Children Ida, Smith and Carrie are living at home with them. & 


On March 28, 1881, John Smith HOOD's son, Alfred HOOD Jr., purchased a 1.75-acre 
tract of land and a two-acre tract of land from Samuel C. LOUGH for $700. This 
appears to be Alfred HOOD's first purchase of real estate, and he appears to have paid 
fair market value for this land and home. Alfred may have done this with the aid of his 


father, being his share of the inheritance. °” 


By 1884, John Smith HOOD's land holdings had increased to 472 acres (with an 
assessed value $8,496.00). This is in addition to the 71-acre tract at Lowe's Mill, held 


in the name of J. S. HOOD & Son which was assessed at $2,485.00. (34) 


In 1887, John S. and Mary HOOD helped their daughter, Ida, purchase a seven-acre 
tract of land from Mary RICE that would serve as her home. This was done before Ida 
was married, so the deed to this home was under her maiden name, Ida HOOD. (319085) 
This may have served as Ida's share of her inheritance (as mentioned earlier), but there 
still seems to be some confusion over it. 


John Smith HOOD's land holdings grew to 658 acres by 1890. Some of this new land 
was what he inherited from his mother's estate as well as the purchase of his brother's 
(Joseph) share of the Letitia Hood estate and his sister's (Maria TRIPPET) share of the 
estate. This is in addition to the 71 acres accompanying the mill held by John S. HOOD 


& Son, 3 


in 1890 or 1891, John Smith HOOD and his son, John, had made substantial 
improvements to the mill at Lowesville. The tax records show an additional $700.00 


added to the assessed value for the mill owned by J. S. HOOD and Son for those 
improvements. °” 
As mentioned earlier, one of the benefactors of the wealth that John S. and Mary 
HOOD had accumulated over their life time was the Church. In the Spring of 1893, 
John S. and Mary HOOD donated land (in the Indian Creek/ Lowesville area) to the 
Southern Methodist Episcopal Church. The deed for this gift (dated May 9, 1893) 
begins with the phrase, "In consideration of the love they [ohn S. & Mary HOOD] bear 
for the cause of Christ and from all earnest desire to promote His heritage on earth...”, 
then goes on to state that J. S. Hood and Mary deed land to the trustees of the M. E. 
South Church (the trustees being C. C. MARKLEY, J. S. HOOD, J. D. FISHER, Alfred 
HOOD, William A. WISMAN, George D. ROBEY, John HOOD). “ This land included the 
Hood family cemetery. A structure was built later on the jand and was known as the 
Mount Hood Church, M.E., South. 


Ajthough he was a man of faith, one cannot jump to the conclusion that John Smith 
HOOD was a teetotaler. In fact, he is known to have made and enjoyed corn liquor. On 
his farm he had a big still under which he had dug a large hole for the fire. Once the 
corn liquor was distilled and captured in jugs, the jugs were kept in a small building 
(perhaps the same one where the still was). John Smith HOOD carefully kept track of all 
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of his corn liquor, maintaining a record of his inventory by cutting hash marks in the 
door of the building for each jug. G 


By the mid-1890's, John Smith HOOD's holdings in real estate had grown to over 800 


acres. 40) 


On February 4, 1896, John Smith HOOD and his wife, Mary, sold an 88 3/4-acre tract 
for land (for $3000) to their son, Alfred HOOD, Jr.. This tract of land was originally 
conveyed to J. S. HOOD by the heirs of John HOOD, deceased. “0 This sale may have 
included all or most of the sheep flock. It has been reported that Alfred HOOD owned 
1000 head of sheep at one time “*), but up until this point, the tax records show that 
he never owned enough land for grazing such a large flock. If so, this may have been 
the time when John Smith Hood “retired” from the sheep herding business. 


The 1900 census shows that John S. and Mary HOOD were living by themselves at this 
time. They reported to the enumerator that they had been married 56 years. Iris HOOD 
REID had personal memories of John Smith HOOD and his family around this time 
frame. "He was a real gentleman, | tell you. He wouldn't work unless he had to. | can 
still see him, riding on his beautiful, black stallion, wearing his white linen suit." When 
asked if J. 5. HOOD tried to live like a southern plantation owner, she agreed 
emphatically. "They had everything...”: a big house, lots of coal on their property and a 
big still. John Smith HOOD sold lots of whiskey. They also had lots of money. She 
stated that John Smith HOOD paid someone to saddle his horse for him when he went 


riding. 
Other superlatives have been used to describe his success. Smith HOOD stated that his 


father was, "...one of the leading farmers and stockman in the county.” “* Another 
source said that John Smith HOOD was, "...one of the most enterprising and successful 


business men of Monongalia County....”. “* 


What was the secret of his success? There may have been more than one "secret", as 
different people give different reasons for his success. Iris Hood Reid said that ALL of 
the Hoods John Smith HOOD, Bud HOOD, Jim HOOD and others) were, ”...the best 
salesmen there were.” They had contacts for buying and selling in Pittsburgh. 5) smith 
HOOD claimed that his father's success was due to the fact that he was: "Always 
keeping the highest grade of cattle and sheep. He was a fine judge of stock and 
specialized in sheep.” “© John Smith HOOD himself claimed that, ”...he is indebted to 
neither friends nor relatives, but to...singleness of purpose--the prosecution of his 
business to the exclusion of all else--coupled with fair business tact and acumen. He 
first engaged in business in a small way, but by unyielding perseverance, close 
application to business and judicious investments, he had become one of the most 
prosperous and opulent business men of this county. He is an affable and congenial 
gentleman, and by his straightforward business methods has deservedly won the 


confidence and esteem of a host of admiring friends.” Gn 
John Smith HOOD died on June 30, 1901 in Monongalia County of "Old Age", having 
turned 80 years of age the month prior. 8) He was buried on July 2, 1901 in the 


churchyard of the Mt. Hood, M.E., South, church at Lowesville. His grave lies not far 
from those of his parents, his sisters and the children that passed on before he did. 


65 


ACKER'S CREEK JOURNA OLUME XVI ISSUE 2, 2001 © 


"After [their] father's death, the seven sons and daughters met with their mother in the 
home and agreed that the advancements [that John Smith HOOD made]...were correct, 
also that, legally, most of their father's accounts would be barred by statute of 
limitations and not one would take advantage by reason thereof. They, with their 
mother concurring, agreed that the two [daughters, Ida and Carrie,] who had not been 
helped should take the books and decide just how much each of the other five were 
indebted to the estate. Further, that the oldest and youngest sons should be the 
administrators of the estate, which they did without compensation except actual 
expenses. Further, that we convert the entire estate into cash, pay debts and funeral 
expenses, set aside a specified amount for mother's use the rest of her life, any of 
which left at.her death to be divided equally between the seven children of their 
estates. From the balance in the Administrator's hands, payment be made each of the 
seven, equally giving full consideration to the advancements as determined and fixed 
by the two selected who were Ida E. WISMAN and Carrie M. TALBOTT. All the aforesaid 
plan was completed. Mother, her sons and daughters, with their wives and husbands, 


joined in executing deed conveying all real estate." (59) 


"There were never any disagreements in the family, and [were] fast about the 
settlement of John S. HOOD's estate should be known by his posterity” (48) 


Mary Maria (SMYTH) HOOD continued to live at the home place until her death on 
January 10, 1905. © She is buried next to her husband in what once was the 
churchyard of the Mt. Hood, M.E., South, Church. 


Children of John Smith HOOD and Mary Maria (SMYTH) HOOD 


1. Unnamed son, born 1844/45, died 1844/45. 

2. John HOOD Born Sept. 26, 1846 Married Malinda Emma ("Minnie") MORGAN, Nov. 5, 
1872, Monongalia County Died Nov. 24, 1941, Lowesville. : 
3. Margaret Helen HOOD Born Dec. 18, 1848 Died June 30, 1870 

4. Alfred HOOD (JR.) Born Feb. 20, 1851 

Married Mary Ellen WISMAN, Sept. 26, 1871, Monongalia County Died Oct. 2, 1929, 
Terra Alta, Preston County, WV 

5, Thomas M. HOOD April 20, 1853 Married Dora. F. FOREMAN Died Sept. 27, 1944 
6. Rebecca C. HOOD Born Sept. 30, 1855 Married Robert B. TIBBS Died Apr. 12, 1905 
7. Ida Ellen HOOD Born May 11, 1858 Married James Buchanan WiSMAN Died Jan. 6, 
1929 j 

8. Smith ("Bud") HOOD Born January 2, 1861 Married Katie M. AMOS. 

9. Carrie M. HOOD Born July 8, 1863 Married Robert TALBOTT Died Feb. 17, 1938 
10. James HOOD Born Jan. 11, 1866 Died Jan. 23, 1872 ears 


End Notes 


(1) All sources agree on the date and place of birth. 

(2) Conjecture on the part of the author. It is evident that John Smith HOOD knew how to read, 
write and perform mathematical calculations, but nothing has been found that identified where 
he learned such skills. 

(3) Biographical and Portrait Cyclopedia of Monongalia, Marion and Taylor Counties: "At an early 
age, he went to Waynesburg to learn the saddler's trade. Finishing the trade at eighteen..." 
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(4) This has been inferred from sources, but not exactly drawn from them. In writing of himself 
in the Biographical & Portrait Cyclopedia, John Smith HOOD simply stated that he moved from 
Granville to Lowesville. In the narrative written by Smith HOOD, he wrote that John Smith 
HOOD, being the only one of legal age, took charge of the home, store and shop, but he did 
not mention that his father has moved back home from Granville. Nevertheless, the two 
sources appear to be giving us different facts relating to (what appears to be) the same event. 
(5) From the Smith HOOD narrative, we are told that John Smith HOOD took control of his 
father's affairs, but Smith HOOD did not ever mention that his father came home to do so. In 
John Smith HOOD's semi-autobiographical write-up in the Biographical & Portrait Cyclopedia, 
only a little math is needed to see that he moved from Granville to Lowesville in 1843, the year 
that his father died, but makes no mention that it was connected to his father’s demise. | have 
"put two and two together" in stating that John Smith HOOD returned home to manage his 
father's affairs. Also, an unidentified document in the Hood vertical file at the Cornerstone 
Genealogical Society in Waynesburg, PA suggests that John Hood’ business partner, William 
LANTZ, may have also been named a executor of the estate. 

(6) The dates Smith HOOD provides (presumably from the family Bible) and those on her 
gravemarker match). 

(7) Census records need to be checked one more time to see if she could either read or write. 
This would indicate that she received schooling as a young girl. 

(8) Smith HOOD gives the date as February 4, 1844. However, the marriage bond on record in 
Monongalia County gives the issuance date of the bond as being February 5, 1844, and bonds 
for marriage were to be procured before the ceremony. 

(9) | take a good bit of artistic license with this statement. Smith HOOD said that John Smith 
lived with his mother until 1861. What he may have meant to say was that they lived on the 
same farm as their mother, as the 1850 and 1860 census shows that the John Smith HOOD was 
NOT living under the same roof as his mother and younger siblings. 

(10) Smith Hood mentions this unnamed son. This son's grave is marked at Mt. Hood. 

(11) Law Order Book 2 

(12) The date of John HOOD's birth comes from the Smith HOOD narrative. It was my great- 
uncle Russell HOOD and Iris HOOD REID who told me that John Smith HOOD was called 
"Smith". 

(13) Chancery Order Book 2, p.59 and p. 72 

(14) In John Smith HOOD's semi-autobiographical write-up in the Biographical & Portrait 
Cyclopedia, he states that "abandoned" the saddle-making trade to take up farming about 1848. 
This makes it appear as though he quit making saddles one day and picked up a plough the 
next day. However, such a sudden switch of careers would have been unwise. The 1850 census 
lists John Smith Hood's occupation as a saddler, but from the 1860 census onwards it lists his 
occupation as being a farmer. Smith HOOD said, “The last forty years of the life of John Smith 
HOOD [1861-1901] were almost wholly devoted to farming and stock raising." This supports 
the idea that the change from saddler to farmer was a gradual one. 

(15) Land tax records. 

(16) See note (5) about the document on file at the Cornerstone Genealogical Society. 

(17) All dates from Smith HOOD. 

(18) Smith HOOD narrative. 

(19) Found in Callihan (1912), from a biographical piece on C. P. HOOD (son of William HOOD 
[1822-1899] and grandson of John HOOD [1799-1843]). This author has searched the Compiled 
Service Records at the National Archives but has not found a William HOOD that matches the 
identity of our William HOOD. 

(20) Russell Arnett HOOD ‘once said that his great-grandfather HOOD, "..kept horses for a 
gang of horse thieves." | never knew what to make of this remark until | learned that the people 
in that part of West Virginia looked upon the Jones Raiders as being mere horse thieves and not 


military invaders. 
(21) Grey Ghosts and Rebel Raiders, by Virgil Carrington JONES, EPM Publications (McLean, VA), 


1956, 1984. 
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(22) The Monongalia Story Vol. Ill, by Earl CORE, McClain Printing (Parsons, WV). 

(23) The description of farm activities comes from the Smith Hood narrative. Although parts 
were worded awkwardly, it does seem as though he meant to say that the sale of eggs, butter 
and syrup alone was enough to support the family, leaving the reader to assume that other 
sources of income built John Smith HOQD's wealth. 

(24) From the Smith HOOD narrative. 

(25) Dates from gravestone and family Bible match. 

(26) This account comes from the John Smith HOOD's semi-autobiographical account in the 
1895 Cyclopedia. Smith HOOD says that this happened "about 1870”, and that his partner was 
Silas WISMAN, but this appears to be in error as Silas WISMAN never mentions this venture in 
his semi-autobiographical account in the 1895 Cyclopedia. 

(27) Wiley's history of Monongalia County. 

(28) The Cyclopedia and Smith HOOD sources match on this point. 

(29) From 1872 Land Tax records 

(30) Dates from family records and gravestone match 

(31) Smith HOOD never gives names, he only states that two children received cash to buy or 
build a home, two children received real estate, one received cash for education and that two of 
the daughters received very little. The author is attempting to discover who received what and 
when. 

(32) "The Weekly Register’ (published in Wheeling), issue of March 31, 1876 

(33) 1880 Federal census of Monongalia County, WV 

(34) 1885 Land Tax record 

(35) 1888 Land Tax record 

(36) 1891 Land Tax record 

(37) 1892 Land Tax record 

(38) Monongalia County Deed book 36, p. 327 

(39) Russell Arnett HOOD and Iris HOOD REID both mentioned this 

(40) Biographical & Portrait Cyclopedia [1895] 

(41) Monongalia County Book 58, p. 78 

(42) Russell Arnett HOOD 

(43) Smith Hood narrative 

(44) Biographical & Portrait Cyclopedia, John Smith HOOD article. 

(45) Iris HOOD REID 

(46) Smith HOOD narrative 

(47) Biographical & Portrait Cyclopedia, John Smith HOOD article. 

(48) Death date from family Bible and public records match. Death record in Marion County 
(Book 2, p. 166) gives cause of death and date of burial. 

From the Smith HOOD narrative. He did such a fine job writing this section that this author 
Vohn J. Hood) has elected to include the entire section with only minor editing. 

(50) Death date from the family Bible and gravestone matches. 


Resources 


* History of Monongalia County, by Samuel T. WILEY, Kingwood, 1883 

* Biographical and Portrait Cyclopedia of Monongalia, Marion and Taylor Counties, Rush, West 
and Company, Philadelphia, 1895 (Although this is a “vanity” history book, Alfred HOOD [1825- 
1899] of Marion County wrote, by far, one of the better histories of the Hood family. 

* The Smith HOOD Narrative, written by Smith HOOD (1861-197?) using, "his personal 
memory and facts gained from others, and from records in the Bibles of John Smith HOOD and 
wife Maria SMYTHE HOOD on Feb. 20th 1948" 

* Monongalia County land tax records for various years. 

* Gravestone readings from the cemetery in Lowesville where the Mt. Hood M. E. South church 
once stood. : 

* Monongalia County, WV Chancery Court Order Books and Law Court Order Books 
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¢ Genealogical and Personal History of the Upper Monongahela Valley West Virginia, by James 
Morton CALLIHAN, Lewis Historical Publishing Co., New York, 1912 

» Federal census records: 1830 Greene County, PA; 1840, 1850, 1860,1870, 1880 and 1900 
for Monongalia County, (West) Virginia. 

* Interviews with Russell Arnett HOOD (1899-1976) of Buckhannon, WV, a great-grandson of 
John Smith HOOD and Mary Maria [SMYTH] HOOD. These interviews were conducted between 
1970 and 1976. 

® Interview with Iris HOOD REID of Morgantown, WV on August 29, 1986 (age 89 at the time of 
interview). She is the granddaughter of James HOOD (1827-1909), a brother to John Smith 
HOOD. 


Our Forefathers 


by Ethel FLICKINGER ANSPACH* 


There was a need for strong men 
When our country first was born. 
There was a need for courage 
That could brave a tyrant's scorn. 
And the making of our nation 
Was no easy task to dare. 

But when freedom's cause was ready, 
Freedom's warriors were there. 


God who strengthened our forefathers, 
Strengthen us to meet the test. 
'Twixt the easiest and the best way 
Let us bravely choose the best. 

As our fathers did before us, 

Let us dare the rightful deed. 

Let us build the sort of manhood 
Which shall serve our country's need. 


* Submitted by Linda MEYERS, Ethel Anspach’s granddaughter 
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EUNICE CONRAD 
Of Gilmer County, the oldest Woman In this Country 


EE 


ONE HUNDRED AND NINETEEN 
HEREEE 
Years She Has Lived and Retains Her Faculties - Interviewed by Local Newspaper Man - 
Has Her Picture Taken For the First Time. 


Glenville, WVA Pathfinder 
submitted by Don CYR 


About nine miles, by air line, south of this place, in a little cove or glen where a 
spring forms the source of one of those long winding runs so common among the 
hills, is situated the humble home of Henry CONRAD, where dwells the oldest woman 
in America. The name of Eunice CONRAD, together with statements as to her age, have 
at different periods with the past few years appeared in the papers throughout the 
state, by some few people the statements were accepted as true, by a majority they 
were set down as newspaper "fakes." Therefore, was with quite a degree of interest 
that an artist friend and myself, sent out by the Pathfinder, rode slowly down the long 
path which led to the door of the unpretentious little cabin, the home of “Aunt Eunice." 
The deep bay of a hound and shrill little yelp of a terrier greeted our approach, and 
then a swarm of tow-headed youngsters lined up at one end of the house and in open 
eyed wonder watched us as we dismounted. But it was not the hounds, the 
youngsters, yet the gray haired old man who came to meet us that first commanded 
our attention. The low roofed porch, in a little spot of sunshine, a figure so small and 
withered and.so silent, whose every attitude spoke so plainly of a great, great age, that 
it did not require "Uncle Henry's" answer to our question of "Is this your mother?" to 
tell us that before us sat the woman of nearly six score years. 


From some cause there was quite a little assembly at the house, but Henry, the old 
lady's son, familiarly known in that section as “Uncle Bobby,” soon made room for us 
and we stated our mission. Your reporter said: 


Mr. CONRAD, on account of your mother's great age her name has appeared in 
many papers during the past few years, but quite a number of people are loath to 
accept as facts the statements as to her age. We have come to learn the truth as to the 
number of years she has seen, and we wish the history of her life, also a photograph of 
her so that our paper can make a true statement in regard to the matter. 


"Well, gentlemen,” said he, "In course I'll give you all the information | can, and if 
Granny don't care you can take her picture.” 


One of the girls standing by expressed a doubt as to "Granny” being willing to sit 
for a picture, but another bright looking young woman assured us that she could 
prevail upon her to do anything; and shifting a youngster off her lap, she went to 
where the young lady was sitting. Meanwhile Granny was gazing at the distant 
hilltops, seemingly unconscious of the fact that she was the subject of an animated 
conversation. The reported had learned two things, namely: that Granny was very 
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dear, and that she has a mind of her own and usually did as she pleased. We were not 
certain but that she would object to the picture taking process, the confidence of the 
young woman in her powers to persuade Granny to have her "pi-fur took," measured us 
and we awaited the result. 


“Oh, Granny!" said the young woman, pitching her voice very high, “these 
gentlemen have come to take your picture and you must look nice; won't you." 


"What do they want with my picture,” said the old lady in a low smooth, even voice. 


"Why, they want to put it in the paper to show the people that you are the oldest 
women in the world." 


"Well, if that's it | don't care.” 


That settled it; and we were sure of Granny's picture. Quite a bevy of her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren and some of the neighbors gathered around her 
and there was quite a discussion as to whether she should be dressed in her new dress 
or photographed as she was. The reporter objected to any change, but his suggestion 
was overruled and in a short time they had Granny in the house and out again, dressed 
in the new black dress and for the first time no doubt, in the history of her life the 
image of her good old face was impressed upon the plate of a camera. 


And now for our pen picture of this lady who enjoys the distinction of being so 
wonderfully old. She is a little woman, being only about four feet high, and of course, 
beneath the weight of years, her form is bent so that she looks very small. But, withal, 
her face is round and full, and though furrowed and wrinkled by age, yet the wrinkles 
are deep enough to make the face as thin as one would expect. Above her face and out 
from beneath the grandma's cap, her hair, as white as snow, strays forth and forms a 
fitting contrast to the somber hue of the cap. Her hands are thin and seem as if gloved 
with wrinkled parchment, and by her side there constantly rests the good stout cane, 
by the aid of which she often walks about the house and even so far as three or four 
hundred yards from the door. As she looked when she faced the camera, she in deed 
formed a quaint picture, yet one's mind could scarcely grasp the fact that she had seen 
the sunshine of 119 summers. But it is true, and as one looked at her and caught that 
steady gaze, that far away look of her eyes, one could not help thinking that if the 
artist could only transfer to his plates all the pictures her eyes have seen, he would 
indeed have an album to be treasured. 


The years have done much toward erasing from Mrs. CONRAD's memory the 
recollection of events, except those of her earlier years. it took some time to get her to 
understand our questions, but then she did so her answers were always sensible. The 
words she often used, "| don't remember, it has been so long ago, expresses volumes. 


The history of her life, from the time she was born, five score and nineteen years 
ago, until the present time, were it fully known, would read like a great romance. The 
following is a.sketch of her life as gleaned from her narrative. Mrs. CONRAD was born 
on the 4th day of August, 1775, in what is now Pendleton County, W. Va. Her maiden 
name was Eunice MACE, her father being a farmer by the name of John MACE, and her 
mother (as she expressed it, "a Scotch lassie by the name of Mollie." Her father 
removed to Bulltown, in Braxton County, when Eunice was a little girl, but she 
remembers distinctly how the Indians had to be driven away from the town before the 
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white settlers could make their clearings and erect their cabins. The settlers, John 
MACE among them, took possession of the town and the cleared fields. The day after 
the Indians were driven away, Eunice's mother used for a milk house a large Sycamore 
stump in which the Indians had stored their deer and bear meat, which also showed 
signs of having times been occupied as sleeping quarters. Her father lived at Bulltown 
for four years and then removed to what is now Randolph County. There Miss Eunice 
met, loved and married Jacob CONRAD, who at the time was much younger than she. 
The newly married couple turned their faces to the wilderness to find them a home, 
and soon she was once again living at historic Bulltown. Her husband came through 
the War of 1812 unscathed, and as his widow she is today receiving a pension from the 
government, for the life and permanency of which her husband so bravely. fought. 


After living at Bulltown some time and where several children were born to them, 
they moved to Dusk Camp, in Gilmer County, where they dwelt happy and contented 
for many years. During these years some children were born, some died and some 
were married. But the greatest trial came to Aunt Eunice in 1872, when her husband 
passed away and left her to stand alone amid a new generation. Since the death of her 
husband she has lived with her youngest son, Henry, and they have moved quite often 
to different places in the county. During this time she has seen all of her children die, 
one by one, until now, out of a family of fourteen, there is but one remaining, and that 
is the youngest of the family, the son with whom she lives. This son is now old and 
gray haired, and to see him one would not think it possible for him to have a parent 
living. He is kind and good to his aged mother, and with great pride exhibited to us an 
old fashioned pair of socks which she knitted for him in her 106th year. These, he said 
he had never worn, and would not until he is carried to his last resting place. Aunt 
Eunice is now and always has been in excellent health and her eyesight is good. 


As we rode away the old lady was still sitting in the sunshine that came sifting 
through the roof of the old porch, and her eyes were fixed upon the hills. A slender 
cord to be broken, a little thread to be snapped, and Aunt Eunice CONRAD will drift 
cross the silent river to the home where her loved ones are waiting. 


Submitter's Note: Her death is recorded in Gilmer County Court House as March 2, 1895. 


Rosamund Ball Passes Away 


submitted by Linda KAUFMANN 


My cousin and friend, Rosamund BALL passed away Feb. 21, 2001 at Hagerstown, MD. 
Burial was in the Boggs Cemetery at Big Otter, WV. Rosamund is survived by a brother, 
James Lewis BALL of Big Otter. Rosamund and Lewis donated a large body of information 
in notebooks and on computer tapes to HCPD with information on the following families 
plus others: BALL, SMITH, BOGGS, CUTLIP, STEORTS, JARVIS, BYRNE, CLENDENIN, , 
HAYHURST, JOLLIFFE, MURPHY, LEMASTERS, PRICKETT, LOWTHER, WARNER, and 
MOLLOHAN. Rosamund was one of those special people who will be sadly missed by 
many people, including me. : 
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Shirley’s Steinbeck 
Family Writings 


by Shirley TOOHEY 


This story of the STEINBECK Family, written by HCPD Member and STEINBECK descendant, 
Shirley TOOHEY, is presented in three installment. This is the second...the third will be in 


next issue of the HC journal. 


This is the second installment of my saga about the STEINBECK family. Recall that | 
was talking about the family of Henry STEINBECK, my great great grandfather who 
married Julia Ann CAPITO. 


There isn't much information on Henry and Julia's second child and daughter, Louisa 
who was born ca 1830 and married Lorenzo D. SWISHER known as "Dow" 16th Oct. 
1851. Louisa died at age 24 in 1853 according to "Book 1 Harrison Co..WV Death 
Records, 1853-1903" by Patricia B. HICKMAN (a Heritage Book). 


Lorenzo was born 26 Oct.1827 and died 15 Dec. 1891. He was the son of an old Swiss 
family. His father was Isaac SWISHER son of Peter SCHWEITZER who arrived in 
Philadelphia, PA aboard the ship "Saily” Oct 5, 1767. 


Lorenzo's mother was Isaac's second wife, Mariah JETT who was born in Culpepper 
Co, VA 20 Jan 1796 and died 18 Aug 1863. Mariah and Isaac were married Apr 20, 
1813. Twelve children were born to that union with Lorenzo being the 7th. 


Louisa, age 24, died 1853 per Harrison Co. (W)VA death records Book 1. 
At this time it is not known if Louisa and Lorenzo had children. 


Daniel F. SWISHER , perhaps named for his maternal grandfather, was Henry and 
Julia's, 3rd child, first born son. He arrived Dec. 1831, married 29th Nov. 1866 to 
Ellen M. GLUCK of Gilmer Co, VA (WV) daughter of Christian GLUCK who had 


migrated from Germany. 


From an article titled The Town of Troy, the early settlers were Henry and jacob BUSH, 
George GOFF, David SLEETH, Lewis STALLMAN, and David Adam HECKERT. This area 
was in Harrison Co., VA in early 1800s. Troy was in the Northern District and became 
Lewis/Kanawha Co. before finally becoming Gilmer Co. in 1845. 


Daniel STEINBECK had a tannery in Troy before the Civil War. The stream from which 
the water was taken for the tannery would be called Tanyard Run, the Baptist Church 


would later stand nearby. 


Early stores in the area included Steinbeck and Gluck General Merchants, later known 
as the J. C. GLUCK store, Woodford BUSH, Wes HECKERT and J. C. PULLIAM Stores. 
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Several records for W.V. Union Militia in Civil War show Daniel was “elected” July 18, 
1863 commissioned as 2nd Lt. 165 Mil. Ord. Aug 5, 1863 to rank July 18, 1863. 
Ordered authorized and instructed to raise Co. Scouts for Gilmer Co., Feb 4, 1864. 


Daniel was also postmaster of Troy in 1858. He died in Atlantic City, New Jersey 3 
August 1906 and is buried in Troy, WV. ere, 


Ellen M. GLUCK was born 20 Oct. 1842 and died March 1922 at home. According to 
the 1914 Parkersburg, WV directory she was living at 1212 21st St., Parkersburg. She 
is buried in the Mt. Olivet Cemetery. Two of their 7 children were married. 


William "Willie" born Nov. 1867 WV was a Weston Hospital employee and died at age 
32, Aug.:1900. He is buried in Troy, WV I.0.0.F. Lodge officiated. His brother George 
STEINBECK born Nov. 1869 WV was a dentist who never married and died in 1927. 
Joe M. born Feb 1873 WV was married-twice. Gertrude KRAUS born Maryville, MO in 
1884 was his first wife in Dec. 1901. Joanna their only child died at age 31/2 May 
1921. Gertrude died at young age of 49, Lewis Co, WV April 1933. She was buried in 
the Machpelah Cemetery, Weston. Joe married as his 2nd wife, Marianna BARNES. No 
children from this union. Joe served Lewis Co. as tax assessor and died there in 1942. 


Lillie, Daniel and Ellen's first born daughter, arrived in 1876 and died at home 13th of 
February 1891 in her I6th year. Burial was at the U. B. Church Cemetery. 


Dr. Christian Harry STEINBECK a Parkersburg, WV dentist born Jan 1878 died Nov. 
1924 never married. Dr. Karl (known as Carlton per 1900 census) Parkersburg 
physician, was born July 1880 and died 1940...also left no issue. Both men lived with 
their mother Ellen until her death. Jessie born March 1883, married Dave W. DABNEY 
of Parkersburg, WV and died in 1963. 


By the 1880 Lewis Co. census George William STEINBECK (age 38) and_ wife Tillie 
BUSH (age 27) with 4 children had moved in with Henry (79) and julia (73) and 
operated the inn until George's death 16 Aug. 1903. The children at home at the time 
were John W. born 1872, Henry (named for his grandfather) born 1874, Earl Capito 
born 1876, and Alma H. born 1878. More later on this family. 


Henry died of his third stroke, at the home of his daughter in law, Araminta Price RUHL 
STEINBECK 4 Sept. 1881 in Roane Co, WV. His son Christian Henry had passed away. 
in 1879. Henry's obituary indicated he was making a periodic visit to help Christian's 
widow, Araminta. 


Henry's obit (appearing in the Weston WV Republican Sept. 16, 1881) was quite 
glowing and to quote, "It is not easy to find words that will do adequate justice to the 
many virtues of such a citizen as Mr. STEINBECK--virtues that were implanted in him in 
his early youth by pious. parents, that strengthened with his manhood and. became 
venerable in his old age. Suffice it to say that he was charitable to the poor, hospitable 
to the stranger and honorable in the minutest as well as the most important of his 
transactions with his fellowman. His kind word and helping hand were ever ready to 
cheer or to assist a distressed neighbor; and while one of these neighbors lives, his 
memory will abide fresh, sweet, and green in the community in which he resided. “ 


"Perhaps one of the most attractive traits of his many agreeable qualities--and one 
which showed the innate nobility of his disposition and his kindness of heart--was that 
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no one ever heard from his lips the tale of scandal or the calumny of his neighbor. 
Alas! this charitable silence is only too rare!" 


It continues...and all glowing. 


Julia witnessed 2 deaths of loved ones that year. Her 4th child and 2nd son, John W. 
who had moved to Texas before the Civil War, died Feb. 23rd, 1881 at young age of 
about 47. According to Civil War records Pvt. John W. STEINBECK was a member of 
Tarrant City Rifles, Mtd. Co. 20th Brig. TST. Enlisted June 15, 1861 at Fort Worth, TX. 
at age 24. Under remarks: Rand F 62, Elect. Cert. with roll. Co. Ready to go to any 
post the governor assigns. Each man is armed with a rifle or double barreled shotgun. 
1 MR. dtd. Je.21,1861. 


An interesting land record appeared while checking the Bureau of Land Management- 
General Land Office Records for Missouri. Oct. 30, 1857 John W. STEINBECK 
purchased about 200 acres of land in Cape Girardeau County...Jackson being the Land 
Office handling. John was about 23 years old and could very well have gone to 
Missouri to be with his Uncle William who was about 57 years old at this time. Then 
somehow he appears in Texas where he became Confederate soldier. 


He came home from the war and married in 1867, Mattie (Martha) Ann Sparks CRANE 
who was born March 5, 1842 in Nacogdoches Co, TX. She was daughter of James 
HAWKINS and Elizabeth McKnight SPARKS. Her first husband Newell Walton CRANE 
was killed in Confederate Army during Civil War. Mattie had at least 2 daughters from 
the CRANE marriage believed to be Lilly and Ona. John and Mattie's children were: 
(source, Sparks Quartely pg 2748 from internet and tombstones): 


Bertelle Cappits STEINBECK, female child born 22 March, 1868, died 20 Nov 1870 
Perry Lee born 1871 died 1875 John M. (or W.) STEINBECK Jr. was born 24 Aug 1873. 
Floy born 1876 may have married twice, Caleb J. DANIELS and an unk. GOLLEDGE. 
Minnie May b 1878 married Cyrus Bryant ALLEN in 1895 McLennan Co, TX. 


At the time of John Sr. death, Mattie owned 1200 acres of land in the Bosqueville 
Community of some 3,000 acres of rich farm land. It lies in a horseshoe of the Brazos 
River which is joined by a short segment of the Bosque River. 


Mattie's father settled in the valley in the 1860s and left his land to his daughter who 
lived there until her 1938 death. During the Roosevelt Era all of the !and in this area 
was sold to the federal government, then cut up into small farms. (Dayton KELLEY, ed., 
The Handbook of Waco and McLennan County, 1972 pg. 253) 


John STEINBECK, Jr. married his first cousin, Julia Lenore LAW, daughter of John Sr.'s 
sister Nancy Elizabeth STEINBECK and Leonidas T. LAW. They lived in Waco, TX. From 
the book Cemetery Records of McLellan Co, TX Bosqueville Cemetery Vol! there is a 
record of Lenore Law STEINBECK, wife of J. W. STEINBECK, dying 3 June 1961. An obit 
for her husband John appears in Central TX Genealogy Society as October 20, 1967, 
age 94 and one sister, Mrs. Floy GOLLEDGE of Waco surviving. 


There was also a different middle name, (McKnight) although this IS the same John. 


Jane LEATHERBURY, granddaughter of George W. and Tillie BUSH has shared 
memories of her younger years. In 1953 she visited a graveyard and Methodist Church 


ACKER'S CREEK JOURNA OLUME XVI ISSUE 2, 2009 


in Bosqueville, TX. north west of Waco. It was a 100 year anniversary of the church 
which was founded by the STEINBECK family where John and other STEINBECKs were 
buried in a STEINBECK cemetery plot. 


Jane described the 7 graves with a large stone at the head which spelled STEINBECK. 
The buried were Perry Lee STEINBECK born 18 May, 1871 died 1 March 1873. Louis 
Bush STEINBECK born 10 Nov. 1871; died 1 Mar 1873. These 2 little boys died the 
same day. Wouldn't we give anything to know this story? 


Bertie CAPATO (Bertelle CAPITO?) born 22 March 1868 died 20 Nov.. 1870. P.GS. (?) 
born 7 April 1833 died 30 Dec. 1870. Civil War marker John W. STEINBECK born 25 
June 1835 died 23 Feb 1881 MarthaAnn b 5 March 1842 died 9 Jan 1938 (we had 
jan 27, 1938 from another source but that could be discrepancy between death date 
and burial date) Lillie Hawkins JOHNSON born 17 July 1861 died 17 Dec. 1882. 


Comparing the notes from Mollie STEINBECK and the other bits and pieces of 
information, it appears Henry and Julia's children Sarah, John W., Perry G., and 
George W. were in Texas about same time. Mollie said "John and Perry both died in 
Texas. John married a widow CRANE and had 5 children, two boys dying in infancy...a 
son John Jr. and two daughters are still living (1935)...also his widow Mattie C. 
STEINBECK. George married Tillie BUSH in Texas where one child was born and died. 
They then came to W.Va. where eleven more children were born of which five are living 
yet.” 


This would explain the Bertie Capato born 1868 and Perry Lee born 1871 mentioned 
above as perhaps being John and Mattie Crane STEINBECK's 2 children who died in 
infancy. The Louis Bush STEINBECK born 1871 and dying same day as Perry Lee must 
be George and Tillie BUSH'’s first born who died before they moved back to W.VA. 


Cousin Jane's mother used to tell her about Grandmother Tillie BUSH STEINBECK being 
from such a wealthy family that she never had to brush her own hair. Her father 
owned 90 slaves before the Civil War. Tillie had a large family so had to learn to 
adjust! 


Of course John W. born June 1834 (35?) died Feb 1881 was Henry and Julia's son 
who married Martha (Mattie) Ann Sparks CRANE. Lillie Hawkins JOHNSON could be 
one of the Crane girls. She would have been 21 at time of death? 


Henry and Julia's third born son and Sth child, Perry was born 1837. Records are 
found for his June 19, 1861 enlistment into Capt. Thomas SHAW's Honey Grove Mtd. 
Riflemen Confederate Army 14th Brig., TM. This must have been shortly after he 
moved west to Texas. Perry is listed on the 1860 Fannin Co., TX (Honey Grove) census 
as age 22, occupation carpenter, with personal estate valued at $175. 


Perry's birth place was listed as VA. We have no confirmed death date other than the 
cemetery record of 30 Dec. 1870. 


Perry is listed with a Fannin Co. family headed by James GRIMES age 46, cabinet maker 
and female named S. GRIMES age 20, children Elizabeth 13, Mary A. 9, Sarah J. 7, 
which leads me to believe he was working for this Mr. GRIMES when he joined the 
confederate army. It is feeling of this writer that the P.G.S. listed with the other 
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STEINBECKs in the Bosqueville Methodist Cemetery could well be John's brother Perry 
although there is a difference in birthdate. it is understandable after all these years 
for the date to be difficult to read. To date we have gathered no other information for 


Perry. 


Thanks to Cousin Criss STEINBECK’s research and memories, we have much 
information on Christian Henry's line. Henry and Julia's 4th son and 6th child was 
born in 1840 Lewis Co. as were many of his siblings. He served as a Pvt. for Union 
Army Co. K, 1st Regt, WV Cavalry during the Civil War. His Muster Rolls show he was 
orderly for Col. Rodgers and that he was absent during Nov/Dec. 1863, Jan/Feb. 1864, 
but was present at Harper's Ferry July/Aug of 1864. He was injured and eventually 
died of kidney disease, a result of war wounds. He had taken his own horse and 
equipment and was entitled to pay for same. 


He and Araminta Price RULE (RUHL) were married March 30, 1865 in Lewis Co, WV. 
Araminta was born 1845, Bottetort Co., VA (near Lexington) daughter of David RUHL, 
born 1807 PA, a carpenter and Sarah E. born 1808. The 1870 Lewis Co., WV census 
records show Christian and Araminta with 2 sons, Grant and Perry G. living in Willey 
Township. Later they relocated to Curtis District of Roane County about 1872 (History 


of Roane Co). 


Araminta had 5 sons to raise at Christian's early death in 1879. There was a son Ezra 
who lived 1 day. Araminta being young yet married Henry Middleton FETTY about 
1881. The 1880 Roane Co. census shows Araminta a widow, age 36, living with her 
parents and 4 sons ranging in age from 13 to 3. 


First born, Ulyssus Grant STEINBECK was born 28 june 1867, married Effie Belle 
SWORD who was born 8 Jan. 1877 and settled in the Warren, OH area. This large line 
will follow on separate section which was supplied by several cousins from the Grant 


STEINBECK line. 


Perry Granvil was born Dec. 9, 1869 Lewis Co., WV married 20 Aug. 1891 in Curtis 
Dist. Roane County to Ella McCOY and had 4 daughters. His death was reported in 
1945. Lewis Co.births show 2 entries for Perry's birth, 1868 or 1869 same day/month 
...either would have been possible date wise with siblings births. 


Perry G. had a baby brother also named Henry D. who was born and died in Lewis Co, 
WV (1871-1872). 


Louis Otmer, 4th son of Christian and Araminta, was born April 30, 1873 Roane Co. 
May 5. 1895 he married Elsie CONLEY (1874-1959) daughter of Benjamin F. CONLEY 
of Harper District and raised a son, Criss Freer STEINBECK born 1898 and a 
daughter Edith Rosalie born 1897. Louis O. was owner of a 300 acre stock farm 
(PENIEL Farm) in Curtis District until 1930. He lived in Charleston and dealt in timber 
and lumber on a large scale. He died in 1947. 


George F. STEINBECK was born 1877 in Roane Co, married Maud CRISLIP (1879-1955) 
daughter of Asby CRISLIP of Left Reedy in Curtis Dist. February 18, 1895. A daughter 
Christine (born 1918 died Sept. 8, 2000 married William Darl SERGENT of Roane Co, 
WV) and son Kemp were born to George and Maud. George was a farmer, lived on 
and owned the Asby CRISLIP farm at mouth of Stovers Fork, Roane Co, before he died 


in 1938. 
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Henry and Julia's 5th son and 7th child George William was born 30 May 1842. 
Machpelah Cemetery information showed born 1843 with death 18 Aug.. 1903. He 
joined the Union side during Civil War 1 Sept. 1862 at age 19 (per Lewis Co. in Civil 
War). He served as Private in Company B, Regiment 15 W.VA. Infantry. His Company 
Muster Roll shows he was a Corporal from date of enrollment until March 1, 1863, 
reduced to Pvt. at date of last roll. In Sept/Oct. 1864 he was sick at Frederick. George 
W. STEINBECK was in the U. S. Hospital July 22, 1864 having been wounded at 
Snicker's Gap July 18, 1864. The Casualty Sheet signed by Jas. BROWN lists him with 
"gunshot in finger in action.” 


After his discharge from service, he moved to Texas. It would seem he wanted to join 
his brothers John and Perry and perhaps his sister Sarah. It was there George met 
and married Tillie BUSH of Bosqueville, Nov. 1869 by Rev. J.J. RIDDLE. Her birth date, 
Jan. 1847 given to us from grandson Leroy G. STEINBECK, appears to differ somewhat 
from the 1880 WV census record which states 1853. The 1853 date would have made 
her 16 at time of their marriage so it seems 1847 would be more likely. The 1900 WV 
census shows Tillie to be born Jan 1853 and age 47. Many times we find 
discrepancies as census records DO have errors. 


George and Tillie moved back to WV some time before 1880 census to help his parents 
run the STEINBECK Inn. They are listed in Lewis Co, with children John, Henry, Earl and 
Alma all under 8 years of age, plus the grandparents Henry and Julia. Nephew Enoch 
Scott WITHERS age 20, was also listed on this 1880 census as a boarder/farmer 
laborer. Since George was farming at this time it makes sense that young Enoch Scott 
was helping. 


It is noted on this census that the children were born in W.Va. It could have been that 
their first child was born and died in Texas and was that Louis (or Louise) Bush 
STEINBECK born 10 Nov. 1871 and died the same day as his cousin Perry Lee, 1 
March 1873 (Bosqueville Cemetery, McLennan Co. TX record). 


There were 7 more children born to Tillie and George but baby Frank, as Jane 
remembers was scalded by hot maple syrup and suffered for a year before he died. 
Charles, a baby, died tragically of accidental morphine ingestion. It appears there were 
Howard M., born 5 May, 1885; Ina, born Oct. 1888; Maple Ray (known as Ray) born 
14 Sept. 1891; Hallie, born 21 March, 1893; and Gordon H. born Sept. 1896, all after 
the move to W.VA. After George's death Tillie moved to Warren, OH area to be near 
Earl at the time. She passed away 11 Nov. 1916 and was buried at the Machpelah 
Cemetery in Weston with her husband. 


Julia and Henry STEINBECK's 8th child, Nancy Elizabeth born Alum Bridge, VA 25 
June 1845 married Leonidas Frilby LAW 19 August 1868 per Lewis Co, WV records. 
Leonidas was born 30 January 1844 near Bone Creek, VA. to Andrew and Margaret 
(WALDECK) LAW. Information taken from "Colorado Families: A Territorial Heritage” 
compiled and published by Colorado Genealogy Society, Inc. 1981, shows Leonidas 
was a member of Co. A, 6th Reg. of the WV Cav. Vols 1864-65. After the Civil War he 
returned home to marry his childhood sweetheart. He worked as a miller in Auburn 
but in ca 1871-72 decided to move with Nancy and little Henry (born 1869) to 
Colorado where his brothers Dr. G LAW and Harvey LAW had relocated in 1870. 
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Leonidas and Nancy LAW were farming in Colorado (160 acre homestead near Brush) 
when Leonidas L. born May 1872, Julia Lenore born April 1874, and Mae born May 
1876 were added to the family. Farming was not successful for them and they 
returned to WV 1877-78. According to the history written by Nina LAW CORBIN and 
Michael Guy LAW, Leonidas and a partner again established a mill business in Auburn, 
Ritchie Co, but his partner absconded with the mill's money and caused Leonidas to 
eventually lose the business. The family moved to Spencer, Roane Co., WV where 
Leonidas worked as part time Methodist minister, gradually increasing his time. 


While in WV, a son Guy was born May 1879. They retired in 1904 and returned to 
Boulder to live with their youngest son Russell Steinbeck LAW who had been born 30 
July 1881 in Ritchie Co. WV. A daughter Nancy Theo had also been born August 1885 
before their last move to CO. 


Leonidas was active in Boulder area and enjoyed 20 good retirement years. He died 
30 Jan. 1923. Nancy then moved to Ft. Collins and while on a visit to her daughter 
Mae's farm near Severance, passed away 28 Sept. 1925. Both were buried in Linn 


Grove Cemetery, Greeley. 


Henry LAW, first born son of Nancy and Leonias F. LAW 1869-1945 married Nancy 
Alice McCOY in 1891 and there were 9 children. 


Leonidas L. (Lonnie) 1872-1940, married Blanche SEAMAN 1898 in Ohio and 5 children 
are known. 


Julia Lenore 1874-1961 married John STEINBECK Jr. in TX. First cousins. No children. 
Mae, 1876-1931 married Joseph HALL 1910 in CO and 3 known children. 

Guy, 1879-1958 married 1914 Florence Lucile AUSTIN, 6 children. 

Russell Steinbeck LAW 1881-1939 married Nora QUINN, no known children. 

Nancy Theo 1885-1978 married 1904 Olmer O. LOWE and had one known child. 


My Great Grandparents’ Time 


Francis Eckert STEINBECK, known as Bub, was the 9th and last born child of Henry 
and julia. He arrived 2 January 1849 in Lewis Co, VA(WV). From the few pictures we 
have of Francis, he appears to be a gentle, kind, probably caring man (if pictures tell us 
anything!). "Bub" probably helped on the farm until of age to seek employment away 
from home. He appears on the 1870 Lewis Co. WV census (this was just a few years 
after the Civil War) as being an attendant for the Weston Hospital for the Insane. The 
hospital had been open for about 6 years at this time. He was 21 at the time and may 
have met Mollie BALLENTINE when he was employed in the Weston area. She was 
teaching school there while living with her brother John T. BALLENTINE, wife Mersaline 
and family. Francis and Mollie married 13th March 1871 in Marion County. 


Mary Elizabeth "Mollie" (1847-1941) born Ritchie Co., (W)(VA) was the daughter of 
William Henry and Elizabeth Mary Kimberly BALLENTINE. 
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At their home on Alum Fork 9 children were born to Francis and 'Mollie" in 13 1/2 
years. Henry Herbert STEINBECK (no doubt named for his paternal grandfather) 
arrived 14th of April 1872; Julia Edna (named for her paternal grandmother) 16 June 
1873; Frederick William (paternal great grandfather) 16 Sept. 1874; Bessie Maud 22nd 
March 1876; Mary Ethel 25th Aug. 1877; Georgia Anita 10th Jan, 1880; Charles Dixon 
(Carl) 12 Feb. 1882; author's grandmother, Frankie Louise always known as "Dollie" 9 
July, 1883; and Walter Dean 25 Sept. 1885. 


Francis died 5 Mar, 1905 at home on Alum Fork of a neck carbuncle infection. This 
was one year to the day of his granddaughter Virginia's birth. He is buried in the 
Masonic Cemetery in Weston, WV. 


Mollie lived a long life. The author remembers when her great grandmother 
celebrated her 92nd birthday, at which time the newspaper article notes "Mollie had 
made her home with her youngest child Walter D. STEINBECK and wife Deskey who 
lived at 609 Pratt Ave., Weston for the last 25 years". 


Mollie passed away not long after her 93rd birthday, Jan. 10, 1941. She was said to be 
Weston's oldest resident and had been in ill health for about the last year of her life. 
She outlived 4 of their 9 children and was laid to rest beside her husband, Francis 
Eckert in the Masonic Cemetery, Weston. 


Their oldest child and son was Henry Herbert or Herbert Henry as we have seen on 
some records. Dollie always spoke of her brother as Bert. He married Adelaide 
(Addie) SKIDMORE in Sept. 1897 and their only known child, Herbert Raymond was 
born 7 June 1898. Our file is thin for Bert. He passed on at young age 4 Feb 1898 
and not many years later little Herbert died, in 1905. 


Julia Edna STEINBECK was Dr. Edward Thomas Wade HALL's 2nd wife. Their marriage 
took place 10 Aug. 1893 and 3 children were born. Virginia Lee b 27 July 1894 and 
died 19 Dec 1894. Herbert W. HALL was born 18 Dec. 1895. He married Kate 
SHUPE Oct. 1920. They lived in the northwestern area of U.S. for part of their married 
life as the author remembers. Herbert had a corporate position with Maytag and 
retired to Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. He was generous with his family history information 
and before he passed away in 1990 his granddaughter shared much of his file. 
Herbert and Kate had one daughter Jane who married Lewis P. HIATT and lived in the 
San Diego area when her parents passed away. 


Jane and Lewis HIATT had 3 children. Julia Edna died Sept 7, 1898, a few days after 
the death of her baby brother, Stanley M., who died on Aug 29 of the same year. 


The third child and 2nd son of Francis and Mollie, Frederick William STEINBECK, 
married Clara ERVIN Sept. 1907 and no natural children came of this union. Just 
recently found Fred's name was listed as a musician on the roster for the Lewis County 
Spanish American War which was organized about 1898. Fred was living in Alum 
Bridge at this time. Although Fred and Clara STEINBECK had no natural children they 
did a great job raising Joseph Henry and Clara Marie, Fred's brother Carl's children. 
More on this under Carl's family. Fred passed away 14 Mar. 1956. His wife Clara born 
12 Aug. 1872 passed away 16 Feb. 1958. They are both buried in the Masonic 
Cemetery, Weston,WV 
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Bessie Maud STEINBECK, Francis/Mollie's 2nd daughter 4th child, married Burl WARD 
1901. Their 4 children were: Mary C. born 18 Dec. 1902 married Tom MARONEY who 
died in 1943. Elizabeth K. born 1905 died 1980, married Ralph LARABEE and had 5 
children. Walter F. born 1907 married Agnes MOJESKA. After Agnes' death Walter 
married again. Walter winters in Florida and chooses Ohio in warmer weather. Walter 
and Agnes raised 4 children. 


John S. was born 1913 and died a young man in 1956. His wife was Elizabeth 
SNYDER and she passed away in 1985. There were 2 children. 


Mary Ethel STEINBECK was Francis/Mollie's 5th child, 3rd daughter and died April 14, 
1895 of typhoid fever not quite 18 years old. Her grave is on the STEINBECK plot 
near her brother Herbert, mother and father and several of her siblings. 


in Weston, WV Francis/Mollie's 6th child,4th daughter, Georgia Anita STEINBECK 
married Jerry P. WILSON of Rimersburg, PA. Oct 1907. She lived to be over a hundred 
years of age, passing away March 3, 1980 in Bowling Green, OH. Jerry was born 1862 
and passed away 1947. Their only child Kathryn was married to Charles BURTON, had 
2 daughters and lost her husband at an early age. 


Charles Dickerson (Carl) STEINBECK the 3rd son and 7th child moved to Lakin, Kansas, 
met and married on March 15, 1908 Clara Anna RASMUSSEN who was born 1887. 
They migrated to Canada with her family in May 1908. Clara died with the birth of her 
7th child in 1919 and Carl moved his children back to W.V. The author remembers her 
grandmother Dollie speaking about the cold weather and various types of 
transportation as she journeyed to Canada to help her brother with the children. 


Carl and Clara Anna STEINBECK's children, all born in Alberta, Canada, were Herbert 
Franklin born 11 Dec. 1908, died 18 July 1998, Greenvile,N.C.; Frederick Nelson born 
11 Oct. 1910, died 23 Aug. 1984 Meriden, CT; Edwin Dickerson born 15 April 1912, 
died March 1942 in So. Pacific; William Dean born 20 Feb 1914, died 1990 buried 
Weston WV Masonic Cemetery; Hilda Henrietta born 31 Jan. 1916, died 16 Feb 1999, 
Meriden, CT; Joseph Henry born 29 May, 1917, died 7 Feb 1987; and Clara Marie 
born 18Jan 1919. Clara Anna bore 7 children in 10 years. Carl did remarry but there 
were no children. He passed away 6 March 1940 and is buried in the Masonic 
Cemetery in Weston, near his parents. 


Ist child: Herbert Franklin STEINBECK, aka Frank married 1932 Freda Loraine 
ROHRBOUGH (1909-1998) Freda was the daughter of George O. ROHRBOUGH and Ida 
Gertrude PLETCHER of Lewis Co., WV. There are 4 children and eleven grand children. 


Carl and Clara's 2nd child, son Frederick Nelson married (1) Anna MAJESKI, 4 
children, (2) Vera CAMPBELL. 


3rd child: Edwin was lost at sea in WWII; 

4th child: William Dean "Billy" married Olive Virginia ROSS; 

Sth child: Hdda H. married (1) John C. TAYLOR, 3 daughters (2) Michael MIKULCZA, 1 
son. 

6th child: Joseph Henry "Joe" STEINBECK married Frances Josephine BAILEY; 

7th child: Clara Marie married (1) Robert S. MASON and there were 2 daughters, and 


(2) Clyde E."Bud" HINKLE. 
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Herbert Franklin's wife Freda ROHRBOUGH has written a RASMUSSEN family history 
which covers several generations and all the above children of Carl and Clara. 

The next and final chapter in this saga will be about my grandmother, Frankie Louise 
“Dollie” STEINBECK. Watch for it in the next issue of the Hacker’s Creek journal. 


Alps. Marguerite Lawson Kellar Dies 4, 
ah SS “AAs 
aft . submitted by Joy STALNAKER <i 


Marguerite grew up on Hilly Upland near Berlin. Her brother, the late Ruhl LAWSON, 
was a charter member of HCPD. Her nephew, Ed LAWSON, and his wife Clara JETT are 
also charter members. 


BUCKHANNON -- Marguerite LAWSON KELLAR, 95, of Crofton, Md., died Tuesday, Nov. 
14, 2000, at Heartlands, Severna, Md. She was born March 26, 1905, in Berlin. Her 
husband, Frank M. KELLAR, preceded her in death. Surviving are one nephew, Edward 
LAWSON, Buckhannon; and two nieces, Beverly LAWSON BEATTY, West Liberty, and 
Beth LAWSON BRADY, Clarksburg. She was also preceded in death by two brothers, 
Ruhl LAWSON and William B. LAWSON. Mrs. KELLAR received her bachelor of arts 
degree from Fairmont State Teachers College in 1929 and her master's of arts degree 
from West Virginia University in 1949. She did post-graduate work at several 
institutions of higher education at several universities in the country. She served as a 
teacher and counselor in Upshur County. After her retirement in West Virginia, she 
moved to Crofton and served as a counselor at Severna Park High School until her 
retirement at the age of 70. Mrs. KELLAR held offices in many organizations in the 
field of education. She was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma, American University of 
Women, Pi Gamma Mu, Gamma Chi Chi, and the Order of Eastern Star. She was a 
lifelong member of NEA and was the author of many articles in education. 


A Substitute for the 1890 Census | 


submitted by Gloria HUSK 


When a basement fire in the Commerce Building in Washington, D.C. destroyed most of 
the 1890 federal census, a valuable source of information was lost to researchers of 
America's past. Ancestry.com, with the aid of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) and the Allen County Public Library, now provides the first 
definitive online substitute for the missing census. More than 20 million records have 
been identified for inclusion in the collection and additions will be made regularly as 
they become available for posting. !t will include fragments of the original 1890 
census that survived the fire, special veterans schedules, several Native American tribe 
censuses for years surrounding 1890, state censuses (1885 or 1895), city and county 
directories, alumni directories, and voter registration documents. When completed, 
this collection will be an unparalleled tool for researchers of American ancestors. You 
can find the information on the world wide web at 
http://www. ancestry.com/search/rectype/census/1 890sub/main.htm. 
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Sketches of Old 


A series of sketches of Central West Virginia people found in 
“History of West Virginia Old and New,” Volume 1, by James Morton 
Callahan, 1923. 


Harry E. Flesher 


Pages 24/25 


Harry E. FLESHER, through almost half the life of the institution has been 
superintendent of the West Virginia Industrial School for Boys at Pruntytown. 


He began teaching when a boy. The history of the school is sketched by Dr. 
CALLAHAN elsewhere in this publication. However, it may be stated here that it was 
established by legislative act of 1889, and located at Pruntytown, Taylor County 
donating for the purpose buildings and property that had formerly been used for the 
old county seat. The name Reform School was changed to the present title in 1913. 
The school was opened July 1, 1890, and the successive superintendents have been C. 
C. SHOWALTER, David SHAW, J. C. GLUCK, 0. B. DARNALL, and D. S. HAMMOND, 
who was succeeded in 1907 by Mr. FLESHER, whose service covers a period of fifteen 
years. In recent years the state has pursued a more intelligent and liberal policy 
toward such institutions. Since Mr. Flesher became superintendent the farm area has 
been increased from that of 170 acres to two thousand, and the population of the 
school has almost doubled, it being now about four hundred. There is a ten-month 
school, with graded courses of study, conducted by trained woman teachers. An 
appropriation of $100,000 has been made available for a new central school building 
to be erected in 1923, and the construction of a superintendent’s home makes 
available additional facilities for the boys. Farming is the primary industrial 
occupation of the school, but opportunities are being increased for mechanical 
training. There is no competition with free labor, except as it may come in the 
manufacture of material for state use. Nearly every thing required by the boys is made 
in the school, including shoes, clothing, flour, plumbing, plastering and painting. 


Harry E. FLESHER was born near the village of Ellenboro, Ritchie County, March 28, 
1872, and represents one of the very old families of the state. His great-great- 
grandfather, Henry FLESHER, was a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and for his 
services located a grant of eight hundred acres of land in Lewis County. After settling 
there he was shot by Indians, but recovered. He was buried within what is now the city 
limits of Weston. He had numerous sons and daughters, the descent coming down 
through his son Adam and his grandson Isaac Crayton FLESHER, a son of Isaac and 
father of Superintendent FLESHER was one of four brothers who fought on the Union 
side in the Civil War, the others being Adam, Porter and Hamden. All survived except 
Hamden, who was killed in a battle in Pocahontas County, and his body now rests In 
he National Cemetery at Grafton. Crayton and his younger brother, Adam, as youths 
walked from Jane Lew to Parkersburg, where the former apprenticed himself as a 
carpenter and the latter as a saddler and harness-maker. They were journeymen at 
their trades when the Civil war came on. After the war Crayton FLESHER was a farmer, 
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merchant and building contractor in Ritchie County, and died in 1879. He married 
Harriet R. TAYLOR, daughter of J. T. TAYLOR, of Pleasants County, and she is still 
living at Williamstown. Her six sons were: Clinton W., an attorney at Gassaway, West 
Virginia; Harry E.; Thornton E., a farmer near Marietta, Ohio; Forest F., in the oil fields 
of Louisiana; Okey J., connected with the automobile industry at Jackson, Michigan; 
and Crayton 0., who was drowned when a young man. 


Harry E. FLESHER was about seven years old when his father died, and he had to 
develop a sense of personal responsibility very young. He had little more than a 
common school education himself when he taught his first term of country school at 
the age of fifteen, and he continued teaching while attending the Fairmont State 
Normal School, and sometime after completing his work there was formally graduated 
in 1897. From rural schools he took charge as principal of the high school at Keyser 
for eight years, and for two years was, superintendent of schools at Kingwood, just 
prior to becoming superintendent of the state institution at Pruntytown. 


He is a republican voter without participation in politics, is a Scottish Rite Mason and 
Shriner a past noble grand of the Odd Fellows and past chancellor of the Knights of 
Pythias, and is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He presides at all the 
church, Sabbath School and chapel services at the school. February 13, 1912, in 
Middlesex County,. Virginia, he married Miss Martha Johnston GLENNwho was born 
and reared in that county, daughter of Richard M. and Ann Maria (BLAKE) GLENN. The 
children of Mr. and Mrs. FLESHER are: Martha Glenn, born in 1913; Harry Edgar, born 
in 1914; Bettye Games, born in 1917; and James Lakin, born October 15, 1921. 


Ze Long Time HCPD Member & 
~S, Sind i Ry vi 
b Gordon J. Straley Dies at 82 
submitted by Carol STRALEY TRIMMER 


Gordon J. STRALEY, 82, former West Lafayette [Indiana] High School head football 
coach and retired athletic director, died Sunday, July 4,1999, in Home Hospital, after a 
brief illness. 


Mr. STRALEY served as West Lafayette High School's head football coach for 32 
years, a position he assumed in 1940. He also coached basketball until i952. In 1942, 
he was inducted into the Army. He returned to West Lafayette High School and 
continued as head football coach and teacher until February 1975. He served as 
athletic director from 1954 until his retirement in 1980. He was inducted into the 
Indiana Football Hall of Fame in 1980. 


in 1998 West Lafayette High School dedicated Gordon Straley Field in honor of his 
service. He had just completed a history of the West Lafayette High School football 
program from its inception in 1901 to 1993, the year in which West Lafayette High 
School won the Class 2A state championship. 
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He was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant in the Army Artillery. His unit was assigned 
to Gen. George PATTON's 3rd Army, which traveled across France and Germany in the 
closing months of World War Il. In 1945 and 1946, STRALEY was selected to coach 
one of Gen. EISENHOWER's football teams during the Allied occupation of France. 


STRALEY was born in New Haven on Jan. 31, 1917. He attended South Side High 
School in Fort Wayne, where he played footbail for four years and was selected as an 
All-City tackle and team captain. He played football for Purdue University in 1935 and 
1937, graduating with a bachelor of science degree in physical education in 1939. He 
later completed his master's degree at Purdue. Mr. STRALEY was a deacon and 
longtime member of First United Methodist Church in West Lafayette and a member of 
the Lafayette Kiwanis Club, serving as lieutenant governor in the 1980s. 


His first wife, Virginia HUFFMAN STRALEY, preceded him in death. Surviving are his 
wife, Anna B. PHILLIPS STRALEY; two daughters, Mrs. Joseph (Carol) TRIMMER of 
Muncie, and Susan STRALEY of Richmond, CA; and a sister, Mrs. George (Mary Ida) 
FRUCHEY of Punta Gorda, FL. 


HCPD Contributor Earl Byrd 
Crosses the Bar 


by Joy Stalnaker 


Earl Byrd will be remembered by those who loved him as a jovial fella’ who gave of 
himself to those causes in which he believed. One of those causes 
was HCPD where he was a Life Member. For much of the last decade, Earl and 
his wife, Matha, visited. cemetery after cemetery on rugged hillsides and in 
broad valleys across Lewis and neighboring counties where they transcribed 
and recorded the gravestone information from all extant stones - including 
the many that they had to rescue from beneath the grass. After they took 
these records to their Fairmont, WV, home, Matha would type them and place 
them with readings of other dedicated HCPDers to form the eleven cemetery 
books that we all use in our research. By the way, Matha, as HCPD's 
cemetery chairperson, continues to gather information for what will be the 
twelfth and last book in that series. Earl and Matha were weekly volunteers when 
HCPD was in the old Weston Colored School and during much of our occupancy of the 
building at Jackson's Mill. Their weekly assigned task was to run the sweeper and 
empty the wastebaskets. We could always count on it being done. We (staff 
and those who “hung out" at the library) missed not only their work but 
their friendly companionship when they were no longer able to make the 


round-trip. 


Last evening at 7:30 Lewis County native Earl Byrd crossed over the 
bar. Earl had been ill the past five or six years with 
Altzheimer's. Matha cared for him at home as long as she could. However, 
as most of you know, there generally comes a time with this disease when 
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home care is no longer an option. For the past six weeks or so he had resided in a 
nursing facility in Fairmont. Matha told me last evening that he had been comatose for 
most of the past week and his passing was not unexpected. She didn't know about 
funeral arrangements last evening, but she will call me with them later today. | will 
post them - as well as the full obituary when it becomes available. 
Matha's address is: 899 Fleming Avenue, Fairmont, WV 26554. Her e-mail is 
dorcasby33@aol.com and she is part of HCPD-L. 


One of the big benefits to HCPD members is being able 
to submit queries for publication in this, the quarterly 
HC Journal, and get questions out to the entire HCPD 
membership and beyond. When drafting queries, 
include WHO it is you are searching for information on, 


WHAT it is you know, WHAT you don't know, WHEN all 
this was taking place, and WHERE it took place 
(including the county is very important). Send your 
queries to the Library, or to Sharon Viellenave, 155-177 
Scrubby Bluff Road, Kingsland, GA 31548, or 
coolfish@brantleytel.net. Be sure to include your postal 
address so members can reply by mail. Ed. 


1. COOPER. | am looking for information on the family of Charles Garfield COOPER, 
my father, of Shanandoah, PA. My great grandfather was William COOPER. William 
had a brother named Samuel who was born in 1816 and married Elizabeth _____. 


William, born in 1822, married Elize _____. They lived at 25 Line Street in Shanandoah, 
and their children were William, Jr., and my grandfather, Edward James COOPER. 
William, Jr., married Shara _____ , and their children were Elise and Ruth. My 


grandfather, Edward James COOPER (b. 1865, d. 1940), married Emma KING (b. 1867, 
d. 1920). Their children were Vera Mae, Herbert, Edward, William (b. June 16, 1897, d. 
March 28, 1941), Thomas (b. Sep 1, 1900, d. May 21, 1934), and my father, Charles 
Garfield COOPER. Thomas married Elerveda _____ , and they had a son, Thomas, Jr. 
My father, Charles Garfield COOPER, was born Oct 22, 1904, and died in January 1972. 
He married Emma MELCHER July 7,1930, and their children were Charlotte Barbara, 
Carol Jean, Claudia Mae (me), Dwight Dougles, and Diane Ruth. If you have any 
information on this line, please contact Claudia PERRINE, 5113 Dunsmore Ave, 
Ashtabula, OH 44004, or e-mail cludpS@webtv.net. 


2. BISE/BICE/BOICE/BUYS/BOYCE. | am looking for information on the listed 
families. | have quite a bit already thanks to some very kind people on the internet. It 
seems my line started out with Aret Pieterson BUYS who married Trentje OOSTEROM. 
They had a son, Arien Pieterse BUYS born in 1650 in the Netherlands, and he came to 
New Jersey and married Trentje Hendericks OOSTEROM. They had the following 
children: Pieter (7/6/1673), Tryntie (8/28/1675), Aaron (before 1677), Gerritje 
(1/15/1676/77), Pieter Ariense (12/12/1679), Henreck (4/2/1684), Jacob (10/1/1686), 
Johannes (4/2/1689) and Jannetje (about 1691). | do not have information on the 
other children, but Johannes married on 8/25/1710 to Neeltje Claasze DE GRAFF who 
was born about 1693. They had the following children: Johannes Jr. (7/1/1711) 
Hannah, (1713), Nicholas Claus (8/2/1716), son (7/27/1718), William (5/1720), 
Francis, (12/3/1721) and Abraham (3/26/1729). This is where it gets confusing 
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and siblings of BOTH Pheba and Joshua. He is not the son of Joshua and Mary 
WAMSLEY SMITH.) Please contact Joyce SIMMONS, 3535 W. Monte Cristo 127A, 


Phoenix, AZ 85053, or e-mail jls1149@qwest.net. 


7. RICHMOND or MARTIN. Looking for the mother of James BRAGG , born 14-Nov- 
1839, Greenbrier Co., VA. Father was Rueben BRAGG and some data supports his 
mother as being Mary "Polly" RICHMOND. However, his obituary states that "he was 
descended from the MARTIN family of Greenbrier County, his mother being a 
MARTIN." Was Mary previously married to a RICHMOND before marrying James? 
James was married 1) Emily FOWLER, who died during childbirth; 2) to Matilda 
BARNETT, with whom he had six children; and, 3} Jemima Ellen BARNETT, with whom 
he had seven children. Does anyone know anything more about this family? Please 
contact Vivian HYTOVICK, 14872 S.W. 111th Street, Dunnellon, FL 34432 or e-mail 


VivHy@aol.com. 


8 SCHOOLCRAFT. John SCHOOLCRAFT, b 1741 Schoharie Co, NY, d aft 1834, Lewis 
Co, V/WV. Has information about an Indian wife been proven or was she someone 
else? Please reply to Joyce SIMMONS, 3535 W. Monte Cristo 127A, Phoenix, AZ 85053, 


or e-mail jls1149@qwest.net. 


9. STOUT/WHITE/POWERS. Rebecca Jane STOUT married Samuel M. WHITE January 
1816. The records say her father was the "late Hezekiah STOUT." Which of the several 
Hezekiahs was Rebecca's father? Who was her mother? What proof of her parentage 
can be presented? John POWERS was her guardian who signed marriage permission. 
John POWERS’ son-in-law, Isaac HAGLE, put up bond money. William WHITE put up 
guarantee for Samuel M. WHITE. Who were Samuel's parents? Samuel M. and Rebecca 
left Lewis County circa 1822 and went to Meigs County, OH where Rebecca, but no 
Samuel, is found in the 1830 census. What was Samuel M. WHITE's fate? Rebecca and 
her family moved from Meigs Co to Scott Co., IA in the 1840s. Please contact Mary P. 
SKELTON, 9117 -West 17th St, Wichita, KS 67212-1313, or e-mail 
skelton@kgs.ukans.edu. 


Harrison County 


Genealogical Society | 
Plans October D.C. Trip 


The Harrison County Genealogical Society (HCGS), Clarksburg, WV is planning a trip to 
Washington, D.C. on October 2, 2001. The group will leave Clarksburg about 5 a.m. 
and can make a pickup in Fairmont and out along I-68 in Morgantown. There will be a 
stop for breakfast with arrival in D.C. being approximately 10 a.m. The bus stops at 
the DAR, Archives, and the Library (of Congress??). Those not interested in genealogy 
are free to go sight seeing. Departure from D.C. is 5 p.m. with a stop for supper and 
arrival back in Clarksburg around midnight. The cost is $25.00 for members of HCGS 
and $35.00 for non-members. Anyone interested in going can contact Ruby CASTO at 
recasto@iolinc.net or by phone 304 622-5405. Sign up early! 
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Savannah’s Story 


compiled by Donna MOON 


Savannah BRAKE, great granddaughter of Colonel 
. Edward and Mary HADDAN JACKSON, was born in 1855 
in Hacker’s Valley, West Virginia, the daughter of 
Leonard and Jerethew HICKLE BRAKE. The story 
included here regarding her life is blended from two 
"separate accounts and in her own words. 


This is the story of one Great Lady who was a pioneer in 
her own right. She endured much and stood firm in her 
Christian belief and values. |! am honored to be her 
granddaughter. 


Donna MOON 


Savannah Skidmore, age 53, 
standing by her West Virginia 
hame 1908 


1, Arden Eugene WATSON, was born in Lovell, Wyoming May 6, 1914 the son of 
Thomas Rowan WATSON and Dorothy Laura SKIDMORE WATSON. My father Thomas 
was traveling the rail in 1907 looking for his brother Jacob Arden WATSON who was 
working in the oil fields in Elk Basin in the state of Wyoming. Thomas met up with 
Sterling THREET who was returning home to Lovell after serving a mission in 
Tennessee for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Thomas stopped off in 
Lovell and eventually located his brother Jacob Arden who was living in Frannie, 
Wyoming. He decided to settle in Lovell and took a job building flumes and canals. 


My father, Thomas Rowan WATSON, grew up near the Oklahoma territory. His 
childhood was pretty miserable. His mother, Frances Verona SOLOMON WATSON, was 
born to an Irish father and a French mother. She married Thomas Rowan WATSON, Sr. 
of Hemphill, Texas at the age of eighteen. The couple lived in Shreveport, Louisiana by 
Frances’ parents George and Eusibia SOLOMON. George and his son-in-law worked in 
the cotton and gin business. Later Thomas and Frances purchased a plantation near 
the Red River. They raised cotton and ran the community plantation store. 


Their son Jacob Arden was named after the main character in Tennyson's story “Enoch 
Arden,” and the second son was named after the father. In the fourth year of their 
marriage Thomas WATSON, Sr. died of malaria, which was prevalent along the Red 
River where they lived. Jacob Arden was four and Thomas was nine months old when 
their father, Thomas Rowan WATSON, died August 5, 1888. 


After the death of her husband Frances sold her interest in the plantation and returned 
to the hometown of her parents. Three years later she married a childhood 
acquaintance, George R. NETHERY. George didn’t take kindly to her two boys. 
Thomas and his brother, Jacob Arden WATSON, left home at an early age. For a period 
of time the boys lived with an Uncle, Jake WATSON, in Texas and worked on his farm. 
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Frances Verona SOLOMON, mother of Jacob and Thomas, was a nice woman. She used 
to come to Wyoming every summer to visit with family. Frances died January 8, 1948 
from complications of high blood pressure and heart ailments. 


Thomas settled in Lovell in 1907 and bought a two-room log slab house on Nevada 
Avenue and that was where | was born in 1914. The house was on an acre and a 
quarter of land and was purchased for $25.00. The floor was made out of 1 x 6’s. The 
home consisted of a front room and kitchen, and then later Dad built a lean to on the 
back of the home for a bedroom. It had an attic and a steep roof. Dad eventually sold 
one corner of the property for a home to Isaac SKIDMORE who was his wife's youngest 
brother. Isaac married Bessie SCHWEISER but divorced and then married Lottie 


MITCHELL. 


On September 13, 1932 at the age of seventy-seven, my maternal grandmother, 
Savannah BRAKE SKIDMORE, recorded her life story. She wrote, “I, Savannah BRAKE 
SKIDMORE, was born April 6, 1855 at Hackers Valley, West Virginia when the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was just 25 years old. My father was a double first 
cousin to Stonewall or Thomas JACKSON. My mother, Jerethew HICKLE, was left a 
widow with nine children during the Civil War. We lived in a dangerous spot between 
the two armies. My father was a. good man and always read a chapter in the Bible night 
and morning and said family prayer as he had the last morning a few hours before he 
was killed. He was killed for not anything he had done, but he had enlisted in the 
Confederate Army to go to Dixie and had joined the soldiers and got sick with chills 
and fever two weeks before so he returned home to get well. He had just gotten back 
the night before. Some Calvary men came through and began shooting at the house. 
Father went out and | followed him calling, “Papa, come back, they will kill you.” He 
said, “Go in the house and be a good little girl". Those were the last words he ever 
spoke to me. We saw him shot down. Mother and | ran to him and mother raised his 
head on her lap, he opened his eyes and in a few minutes passed away. While we sat 
there with him a cavalry horse leaped over us and fell in some laurel bushes opposite 
us. There were horses running everywhere. 


My father was shot the 21* of April 1862 leaving my mother with little to raise and take 
care of us and George was less than one year old and | was seven. Mother and the 
larger children got father on a blanket and carried him to the house and lay him ona 
board resting on two chairs. George kept climbing up and pulling the napkin mother 
had placed as a covering over father's face. Mother had a man make a coffin and they 
buried father the next day. Mother was 43 years old, the children in our family, George 
was 11 months, Laura 6 years and she died three years later in 1865, I, Savannah was 
7 years, Olive 10 years, Maria 12 years, Eliza 13 years, Jerome 16 years, Edward 17 
years and Rachel 19 years. Mother never married anymore and raised us religious. 


Times were hard during the war, so many widows and children, so very little to eat. 
There was hardly a man left in that locality only the very old or wounded. Mother often 
sold articles from the house to get bread. She sold a saddle, which helped some, and 
even with the things she sold she had to work hard to keep the children provided with 
food to eat. She worked in the fields and also dried fruit to sell. 
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My parents were members of the Methodist church and tried to teach us children to be 
good Christians. We had prayer meetings once each week and the young people 
enjoyed these meetings; however, there was no dancing, as this was not permissible in 
our religion. 


{ was drawn out to secret prayer very young having been taught by my parents. | 
remember mother sending me on an errand and it must have been after the Civil War 
was over. | was coming home and got very sick, so sick | couldn’t stand or walk. | lay 
down on my face and prayed to my father in heaven for strength to go on, as | was part 
of the way up the mountain. | knew | couldn’t get home without aid from God so | 
prayed that the mountain be removed that | could get home before my mother got 
worried and came to hunt for me. When | got up | felt light as a bird and the mountain 
was removed in a way as | could trip along and didn’t mind it and now that is the way | 
exercised faith. 


| was always a good girl. Mother sent all of us to school a little after the Civil War was 
over. The parents had to hire a teacher. | think that for sixty days the parents took a 
turn teaching school because the country was so poor they couldn't get school money. 
Mother paid our tuition so we could receive an education. | suppose | went to school 
less than one year. | walked the four miles to school crossing the creek on logs. One 
time | fell off the log and slid from the ice into the water that came over the tops of my 
shoes. | went on to school walking in the snow. | soon got warm and dried myself by a 
big log fire. At school the girls played games in one group and the boys in another. 
We were not allowed to play together. 


When | was 14 years of age | went to stay with my brother who lived over the 
mountain. | spent the winter there and would have liked it except that the girls and 
women in the vicinity all smoked pipes. They had a neighborhood Sunday School, 
which was held in the members homes, and it looked queer to see the girls during 
Sunday School go to the fireplace, fill their pipes with tobacco and smoke. 


We had a farm and Mother taught all of us to work. We got wool for laboring for other 
people. We washed the wool, picked it, carded, spun and wove it into cloth from which 
we fashioned our own clothes by sewing and by helping others. We all helped mother 
dry peaches and then we traded them for tanned hides. Mother made shoes for all. | 
made the wooden pegs and made shoes for some of my children. Then Mr. SKIDMORE 
(Savannah's husband - she referred to him as Mr. SKIDMORE) made some shoes for 
Napoleon and Hillard. | made Samantha's and Gauis’ shoes but Mr. SKIDMORE bought 
one pair for Samantha and the others and then we bought all shoes after 1887. Well, | 
got a little fast here but | will mend it. 


| will say | married Samuel Kiser SKIDMORE on 31 December 1874 
having courted him at home. My mother gave her consent then | 
went with him clear on my own. | met Mr. Skidmore at my sister’ 
wedding. We kept company for one year and then we were married. 
We married in my old home by a Methodist preacher Thomas 
COLTER who also solemnized the same ceremony for three others 
of the family in our good old home. When | was getting ready to be 
married a friend of mine purchased and brought to me blue flannel 


Samuel K. Skidmore 
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for my wedding dress which was very pretty and made a lovely wedding dress. When 
; : married | was supplied with bedding sufficient for one bed. 


My husband took me to his father’s place in Holly, West Virginia and built me a home 
ona piece of ground he had bought. Three of our children were born there. Then my 
husband bought some land across the river (Holly River) and built another home where 
six more children were born and where the children grew up to man and womanhood 

‘and we were very happy together. Our children Napoleon January 12, 1876, Hillard 
December 14, 1877 died February 5, 1929, at Lovell, Wyoming. Dotia October 22, 
1879 died December 3, 1879; Samantha August 8, 1881, died September 16, 1888; 
Gauis March 4, 1884; Horace September 21, 1887; Dorothy September 24, 1890; 
Esther January 4, 1894; and Isaac July 7, 1898. 


My husband was a farmer and raised buckwheat, corn and such crops. When the 
second child Hillard was still small my husband came in one evening with his gun and 
said he was going out to shoot squirrels. He laid the gun on the table and as | was 
_ cooking supper, | turned to get something from the table and touched the gun trigger. 
The bullet went into my arm. This was a painful thing and it was noon the next day 
before the doctor could get to our house as it was a twenty-mile ride in the country. | 
_.had lost so-much blood | was too weak to stand to have him probing in the wound to 
find the bullet, so it remains in my arm to this day and has caused me a Jot of pain. 


- 3 December 1879 when | was home with just the two little boys, Napoleon and Hillard, 
Mr. SKIDMORE had gone for his mother and it was noon when they came just after my 
precious baby girl Dotia died, Mr. SKIDMORE being gone since early morning. Dotia 
was born 22 October 1879 and lived just six weeks and died 3 December 1879. We 
lived on the Skidmore farm and his mother did not live near but did live with us in 
1880. Mr. SKIDMORE bought the old BICKEL farm and went across the river to live. 
For ten or twelve years it was difficult and lonely as hardly a road went by the Skidmore 
farm and at neighbor place was there any way to cross the river only on horse back. 
Sometime.Mr, SKIDMORE had a canoe. The boys practiced getting a straddle of a log 
and tried pushing it across the river. 


After Dotia died ! had another daughter Samantha born 8 August 1881. | had the three 
children with me and a boy named Hosey. The boy told Mrs. Lewcan SKIDMORE he 
never heard such praying as | did when we lived on our lonely farm, no family in two 
miles one way or five miles the other way. When my fifth child Gauis was born 4 March 
1884 | was alone.. My husband had gone horseback to get a neighbor and found the 
river frozen’in, some places and had difficulty crossing it. When they finally returned 
they ‘found the baby boy had already arrived. 


One day | went to care for the chickens when | heard a shot. My boy had been cleaning 
his gun when. went outside so | hurried to the house and was so thankful to find my 
boy-alive. The ‘bullet had gone in his leg. There being no x-ray in those days, the 
doctor could'not locate the bullet and there it remained until he was a grown man and 


moved west and finally had it removed. 


| did not only use faith in prayer as a child but in raising my children. In 1885 Gauis 
was thirteen months old. Mr. Skidmore had gone on a raft of logs working to be gone 
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ten days. Gauis could walk any place and did not need his cradle only when he slept. 
He had been playing and then sat down on the floor. | saw him lying on his back pale 
and white and as | picked him up he was limber and eyes rolled back. | shook him by 
his feet two or three times, each time looking into his throat and couldn't see anything. 


He didn't revive so | tucked him in my hands pitching up and praying to my father in 
heaven to loan him back to me for a while at least. When | started back to the house I 
felt him stiffening in my arms. His eyes were open and he was alive. | rejoiced and as | 
went in the house, | sat down and gave him a drink. | found he was cold. | warmed him 
and it was two or three hours before he got down and was fully restored to his sweet 
self and | never knew what was the trouble. It was the first and only time | ever knew 
him that way. 


When my boys were grown they built us a large comfortable home with logs brought 
from the Blue Ridge Mountains. Not long after we moved into our large home asad 
experience occurred. A quarrel came between the boys and their father. It was a 
serious quarrel and my husband left never to return. | saw him but a few times after 
this. Mr. SKIDMORE died in Levi, West Virginia 29 July 1916 six years after | moved to 
Lovell, Wyoming. 


One day | was going down the hill to a neighbor's house with some milk for a sick 
child. | met a young man who said he was a missionary for the Latter-day Saints 
church. He stopped at my house while | went on to the neighbors and when | returned 
the missionary was there and explained the gospel. | can’t explain just how grand it 
was to hear the gospel. It was like rain falling on dust. The doctrine they taught was 
as true as the teachings | received in early childhood. Heber J. Grant would become 
president of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in 1918. Prior to that time 
in 1909 his brother, Joe GRANT was serving a mission for the church in West Virginia. 
Joseph GRANT of Lovell, Wyoming baptized me 14 March 1909 in Holly, West Virginia. 
He and a missionary from Arizona called at our home. | thought | would like to go 
west where we could attend church so Joseph GRANT wrote to his father Jedediah M. 
GRANT and arranged for us to work in the beet field. When we were ready to leave it 
was hard to part with the old home and the pretty West Virginia hills. On the way to 
Lovell we contracted chicken pox and were quite ill. 


The SKIDMORE family consisting of 
Savannah and her unmarried children; 
Hillard, Dorothy, Esther, and Isaac moved in 
a cattle car by train to Lovell with all of 
their possessions. We arrived in Lovell 26 
February 1910 where | have made my home 
except for visits with children who have 
moved to different states and towns. The 
married sons remained in West Virginia for 
a short while before moving to Lovell. 
Dotia and Samantha are buried outside of 
Holly, West Virginia. Hillard and Isaac 
purchased farm land three miles outside of 
Lovell, which eventually became know as 
Skidmore Hill. We lived in a tent in 


Esther and Myrtle Skidmore at the family home in Lovell . 
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Shoshoni Camp while we farmed the land worked in the beet fields. 


On 16 October 19301! married again but the marriage was not a happy one and ended 
after a brief time. 


My one great desire is that my children will join the church and live their religion. | 
have always praised the day | met the Mormon elders and heard the gospel preached in 
its fullness. | have labored hard all the days of my life. | love the songs of Zion and 
have a song book where | can reach it easily and pass the time now in my older years 
singing the songs | love. | have assisted in collecting names for temple work to be 
done for my kindred dead and my testimony of the gospel of Christ is undimmed.” 


Savannah died in Lovell, Wyoming 11 January 1948. 


My father, Thomas WATSON, worked on the flumes by day and ran a roller skating rink 
in the evenings. Two of the girls that he met at the rink were Esther and Dorothy 
Skidmore. Dorothy had broken her ankle wrestling with her sister Esther so Tom spent 
his time sitting by her to keep her company. He thought the sisters were pretty cute 
looking girls. Finally he asked Dorothy, “Are there any Mormons around here?” He 
figured they would have long skirts because he had quite a vision of what he thought 
they would look like. She continued talking to him for a little while and finally told him 
that she was a Mormon. He was pretty shocked. He began courting Dorothy and 
Bishop PORTER married them July 3, 1913 in her mother’s home. Tom and Dorothy 
went to Montana after they were married where Tom worked on construction for a 
year. Four years after they married Thomas was baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints July 1, 1917. 


After Thomas WATSON married Dorothy SKIDMORE July 3, 1913 he turned his small 
log home over to Dorothy's mother so she had a place to live. When Savannah 
SKIDMORE died, Thomas turned the house over to Savannah's daughter Esther 
SKIDMORE MURRAY. Esther SKIDMORE MURRAY’s husband had died in the 1918 flu 
epidemic. They had one daughter named Ruby. Down the line Esther and | (Arden) 
could have the place if | paid the taxes. When | checked on the taxes, | found out that 
Esther had never paid them. When I took it over the Town Fathers wrote off about half 
of the taxes and | paid the remaining balance. It wasn’t much of a house so | tore it 
down with the help of my children so we could plant a larger garden. 


During the cold Wyoming winters after the crops were harvested two of Dorothy’s 
brothers would come into town and stay with their mother Savannah Skidmore in her 
tiny home. It was warmer than staying in a tent in the snow. The boys slept in the 
attic and Savannah and her daughter Esther slept in the bottom part. Uncle Hillard had 
a farm and he stayed on the farm instead of going to town. Uncle Gauis was married 
to a sassy gal that we called Georgia. They struck gas in Wyoming about 1908 so 
Savannah’s home was one of the first places that had gas lanterns in the house. The 
gaslight had a little globe sack on them. The gas would come down into the sack and 
that would burn. It made a very nice light. The home never did have electricity or 
running water. It had a gas-heating stove in the front room and the stove had a flat 
base on it with lids so you could heat things on the stove. It had a kitchen stove also 
fueled by gas. Gas at that time was pretty neat. 
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Gas lamps were placed along the Main Street of town. One of the town workers would 
come along every night and light the gas lamps and then in the morning they would 
come shut the lights off. When you drilled for gas it really came up with a bang. They 
had a flare burning to burn off the gas. The flare burned for over two years before it 
got shut off. When they finally shut it off the gas broke out in two other places. It is 
still producing gas today in the year 2000. 


Mother’s brother Horace SKIDMORE married Genevieve BOWEN and they were living in 
Elk Basin when they lit crude oil. They would drill for oil and get gas. The crude oil 
was a very light grade of crude oil and you could actually burn it in your car for 
gasoline. Of course at that time cars weren't sophisticated like they are today, they 
would burn most anything. 


Grandma SKIDMORE was quite a grumpy old gal, the only time | ever saw her smile 
was when she was with Margretta. She just didn’t have much to smile about. Her life 
was very hard from the start. She watched as soldiers shot her father for being a 
deserter from the army. | can’t even imagine how that impacted her life. Grandma 
SKIDMORE went to church quite regularly but 1 don’t remember her ever sitting with 
our family. I’m not sure that she did. 


We didn't have electricity in town for several years and it was really something when we 
got electric lights. It was amazing to be able to pull a string and have a light. We had 
one light in each room and we would pull the string up and down and look in wonder 
at a light that turned on and off by pulling a string. That was just the most exciting 
thing. 


After Dan settled in Wyoming he worked on the canals and flumes. He enjoyed 
working on the flumes more than he did the canals. A flume is a bridge that spans the 
canyons that carries the canal across. When he was building the canals he worked with 
four horses and a big fresno. The work crew would build a big bank, scrape it out and 
make a channel for the canal. With the flumes they put the streamers out and then 
placed a row of timbers on each side and a base would support that. Long steel sheets 
were placed down the center of the timbers. There would be two or three feet stands 
and then underneath the flume was circled like a trough, which was supported by the 
timbers. Between each overlap was a steel rod that was bolted on both ends. The rod 
was threaded and then washers and bolts placed. Some of the flumes spanned the 
washes. Each spring the flumes would be cleaned out. 


When the crew finished their work they would go to town. There was very little 
entertainment so Uncle Arden devised a plan to buy a building and have a poolhall in 
Frannie, Wyoming. Along with the poolhall he thought it would be a little more 
exciting if he obtained some slot machines. Eventually it became illegal to have the 
slot machines because Wyoming outlawed them. Along with slot machines he had 
player pianos that you put money in for music. He also had what they called jukeboxes 
that had a large selection of records. You put money into the jukebox to select your 
favorite music. At that time there wasn’t a clear signal for the radio in that area. 


We always looked forward to seeing Uncle Arden come to visit. He would usually bring 
some candy or something like that. He liked to come and have dinner with us. He 
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really enjoyed having a good home cooked meal. He would line his peas up along his 
knife and then he would roll them into his mouth. He mastered that art; they never fell 
off the knife. He had quite a knack to it. He could not hear very well in his later years. 
He always dressed in a suit, white shirt, and wore a tie with a two and a half-carat 
diamond tie tack and a large diamond ring. That was his manner of dress. He had 
coveralls that he would put over his clothing when he worked on the slot machines. 


When Wyoming outlawed slot machines in 1945 Jacob Arden had to pull them in or 
they would be confiscated, the money taken out, and then the slot machines would be 
smashed. When he pulled the slot machines | remember going to Frannie. He hada 
big warehouse connected to his poolhall and that was full of slot machines. Besides 
the slot machines he had nickelodeons and they were legal and entertaining. Anything 
that you could poke money into he had. He lived in back of the poolhall in one large 
room with a bed along one wall, one small oval rug on the wood floor, one rocking 
chair and the spittoon across the room because he chewed tobacco. There was a trail 
across the room where he would spit to the spittoon when he was chewing. He did not 
have an indoor bathroom. He lived in that place most of his life even though he 
became a millionaire, which was really something for that era. The only way you could 
know he had any money was by the Cadillac he always drove, his beautiful clothing, a 
beautiful diamond tie tack, and the large diamond ring he was know for. He was 
fondly called by ail that knew him, “Diamond Dick.” He never married but had great 
success in his work. Jacob Arden WATSON died December 19, 1958 and was buried in 
the Lovell Cemetery next to Margretta Lamb WATSON. 


Before | was a year old my folks were living in a tent while working on the railroad that 
was being built. They were camped near Billings, Montana. One night they heard a 
noise in the grocery sacks. That stirred up an awful smell. My mother said that skunk 
really turned it loose. 


Dad had taken land for part payment for his work on the canal. Grandma SKIDMORE’s 
home was bursting with adults and then | came along in May of 1914. Nobody had any 
privacy. With all the people living in that little tiny place, Dad had Cal BURNHAM haul 
out a load of logs onto his land. He told mother, “I’m going out there to start laying 
logs for a home.” Mother said, “Well, if you are going I’m going with you.” Dad set up 
a tent in the snow to living in on the grounds of the land. The folks took me with them 
and | was a six-month-old infant. | was covered in the tent and Mother said,| just had 
my face stuck out and every little bit she would come and check on my welfare. 
December 1914 Dad began building a log house on 80 acres of ground about three 
miles south east of Lovell. Dad had a little bit of experience in building but very little. 
Dad started laying logs and mother helped him. That was the height of the Wyoming 
winter and they were cold winters. The ground was frozen so Dad scraped it off as 
best he could. That is how the house got built. | grew up in that home and the folks 
lived there until 1945. It was also the home | brought my bride to when she came to 
Wyoming. We lived with my parents for the first four months we were married. 


The house was the first in the area that had a wood floor and a shingled roof and was 
the first one built on the bench. Many homes only had dirt roofs, just a flat roof with 
dirt put on top of it and dirt floors. As you came in from the north side the door was 
in the middle. The room had a cook stove, a dining table, and a bed. That was all they 
needed to begin with. When we first moved into the house we had a coal oil lamp. 
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There wasn’t any electricity there for quite awhile. We had a power line that went right 
to our place but we never had any power. Later on the Rural Electric Company 
organized and ran the lines out on the bench where we lived. 


Log house built by Thomas and Jacob Watson in 1917 for Tom and Dorothy to live in on the 
farm. At the time, they had one child - Arden. The family grew to eight children and as more 
room was needed they kept adding onto the house to make enough room to accommodate all of 
them. Fora period of time Arden and his brother Ernest lived in a hay shed they converted into 
a bedroom to give the family a little more room and they enjoyed the privacy. 


Another event occurred in 1917. It was the 19" day of December and a very cold day. 
Dad was taking mother to town to Grandmother's house so he could get a doctor. 
Mother was in intense labor and Dad was whipping those old horses. 


About a mile outside of town Ernest was born. Pretty soon here came Ernest rolling to 
the back of the wagon. It was just before we started down the hill into Lovell so as we 
started down he rolled forward again. Dad reached down and picked him up and 
handed him to mother. | was four years old at that time and | remember it. Ernest 
never let out a whimper and that was how he was born. It was a funny experience. 
The event of being born into a real cold world didn’t seem to hurt him at all. 


1918 was the time of the flu that was very severe. | remember the folks were in bed 
with the flu and neither one of them could get out of bed. Alice had been born 
December 1, 1915 and she was nineteen months younger than | was. So there was 
Alice, myself, and Ernest was a baby. | was quite ill but the fire had gone out and | 
tried to go outside to get more wood. | got about halfway to the door and collapsed. 
Later on the same day our neighbor Manual SORENSEN came by to check on the 
family. He could tell that the chores had not been done and so he came to the house 
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and found me on the floor. He picked me up and got me back to bed, built a fire and 
made some food for the family to eat. He was really our Good Samaritan that day. The 
Sorensen family always watched out for our family and oh, how we appreciated them 
during that terrible flu season taking the risk to help us survive. Thomas MURRAY, 
husband of Esther SKIDMORE, was the only family member who did not survive that 
terrible flu. 


In 1918 dad borrowed $1,800.00 and built two homes in town. He rented them for 
$10.00 per month and his payment was $14.00 a month. | believe his example started 
me in real estate in my adult years. Between renters | would help clean and repair the 
homes. Mother and Dad were doing great when | was born. They didn’t have any 
money but nobody else had any money either. 


We heated the house with muscles and axes by chopping wood. Sometimes we hada 
little coal. | chopped a lot of wood. Sometimes we could also get coke, which was 
made from oil. They would process the oil down and take all the lighter produces out 
of it and end product was coke. Coke really made a nice fire and it was quite easy to 
burn. You didn’t have to have much wood to get it started. Dad kept adding onto the 
home to accommodate our growing family and in the front room we had a pot bellied 
stove and in the kitchen we had a kitchen range. Later on when we added two 
bedrooms upstairs we had a stove there and man it just kept me chopping wood. My 
mother was really handy at poking wood into stoves. We would go into the hills in the 
summer time and pull over nice cedar trees. They were easy - we would just hook on 
the horse and they would break off. You wouldn't have to cut them or anything and 
then we hauled them home in the wagon. We used to have a lot of cedars but we 
pulled them all out for firewood. Now you hardly ever see a cedar tree. 


George NORTON was a salesman for gasoline wash machines and we bought one. Dad 
wasn’t a mechanic at all so if we had a problem | kept the wash machine running. Dad 
couldn’t even start the doggoned gasoline motors. You had to mix oil with the 
gasoline for the two-cycle engine. 


Saturday night Dad and Mother would take a bath in a number three wash tub. That 
was the tub we did the washing in, our bath, and everything else. After Dad and 
Mother got their bath then each one of the kids used the same water and then we 
would mop the floor because water was such a precious commodity. 


We obtained our water from the ditch and put it into 50 gallon steel barrels. We also 
had an old 50-gallon whiskey barrel. The problem with the wood barrel was if the 
water froze which it always did in the wintertime it could break the wooden barrel. We 
would take the steel barrels in the summer time next to the ditch, fill them up with 
water and then let the water settle. In the winter time we would put the steel barrel in 
by the kitchen stove and we would keep it full of snow and then being next to the 
stove it would melt so we could get enough water to drink. In the wintertime we took 
the barrels into town and got water. Most people didn't have inside water, just had 
outside taps. We could hook on to a tap outside and fill up the barrels and then haul it 
out to the farm. We washed our dishes in the ditch in the summer. The girl's clothes 
were made from flour sacks. 


The first year | went to school my mother drove us in a wagon and we picked up the 
neighbors along the way. To begin with, Dad was a ditch rider for the canals, worked 
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the sugar factory, and had the school route - three jobs. Mother took care of the one 
job for him. At that time it was a wagon school bus and sometimes she would choose 
to take the short cut to school. She would go down a steep hill and at that time there 
was quite a lot of seepage because they didn’t have drains and the ground was pretty 
wet. The water would seep into the area and then it would freeze and that would be 
solid ice through the area where the road was supposed to be. The canal was up quite 
a bit higher than the ground and that would be full of ice. The water would run over 
the canal bank onto the road and cover it with ice. 


Mother would start down the hill and the horse would fall down even though they were 
sharp shod. It is a wonder they didn’t cripple each other. The horse could not get up. 
We would go sliding down the hill past the ice before the horses could even get up with 
a wagon load of kids. It was quite a deal. My mother actually started me into the first 
grade before | should have been attending school because she was excited for me to 
get an education. | was actually too young to be there. Her education had ended in 
the third grade and she felt strongly about her children being in school. 


The second year | went to school in 1920 the truck had hard tires with a cover over the 
sides and top. The back was open to get in and out. It wasn't real comfortable but it 
seemed good for the times. Cyrus ROBERTSON had the truck and the contract. My 
first years in school weren't good. | struggled with the teachers and my eyes. In the 
third grade | had chicken pox, German measles, and bad tonsils. | had a lot of 
headaches. That summer they took my tonsils out. At that time when you had chicken 
pox and measles they didn’t seem to bother us much. When ! had chicken pox | 
wondered why my stomach itched. | never stopped attending school. | also attended 
school the entire time | had the measles. Later on Dad got the measles and boy was he 
sick. 


My first teacher that really helped me was Miss Lewis JOLLEY. That was the first time | 
enjoyed school. | still had a lot of headaches. | had red measles and lost the sight of 
my right eye from being kicked in the head. In March of that school year | went out for 
recess, the sun was bright, my head was aching, | got so dizzy and my eyes went out 
and | couldn't see. | staggered around and found a tree and leaned against it. | was 
leaning against the tree and my friends wanted me to come play with them. | could 
see a little bit but not much. | said, “Il can’t see.” “Oh, yes you can. Come on,” my 
friends said. | had won the marble game and they wanted me to play marbles. | told 
them they would have to show me where the lines were. | was knocking marbles in 
every direction. It kind of got me off my problem not being able to see. Then | wasn’t 
so worried about my eyes. After recess was over | went back to class but | had a heck 
of a headache so | laid my head down on my desk and went to sleep. | don’t know how 
Jong | slept but when | woke up | was blind as a bat in one eye but | could see fairly 
well out of the other one. So that is the way | ended up but I can see out of one eye 
which is a great blessing. 


In the fifth grade Mrs. MINACE taught our class. That year six out of 28 did not pass 
to the next grade, and ! was among those who did not pass. That year Mrs. MINACE 
sent a note home to my parents suggesting a doctor's eye examination. Dr. Thomas 
CROFT found out | was blind in one eye. My folks could hardly believe it. That year 
Dad took me to Billings, Montana to an eye specialist, Dr. MORRISON. The doctor told 
my folks that the nerve in the center of my head where it crosses was damaged to the 
point that | didn't have blood circulation in my eyes. This doctor fitted me with glasses 
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that helped a lot and relieved some strain. | have a dead retina nerve in the right eye. 
The doctor told my folks there was nothing they could do to restore the sight. 


From then on if | read very long my good eye would go blind. Perhaps | needed that to 
keep me humble because it really did that. Prayer would bring my sight back in the 
one eye. School was pretty hard because | couldn't study very long or if | would read 
more than two or three pages at a time the one eye | had would go out on me. It is 
just no fun to be in the dark. | had to try to study a little bit as best | could without 
causing myself too many problems. As far as trying to read a book, | tried to read one 
book through just to know that | had read one book and that was the extent of my 
reading. The name of the book was “Columbus”. | never could enjoy reading. | 
started school six weeks late every year in the fall to help harvest the crops. Then |! 
would try to get caught up with my lessons. When | got started to school some of the 
teachers would stay at the end of the day. to help me get caught up on my schoolwork. 
In the spring | worked on the flumes and missed more school. 


One of my favorite teachers was Mrs. DENT. Our school day was from eight o'clock in 
the morning to 5 pm in the afternoon. We had an hour for lunch and a fifteen-minute 
recess time in the morning and afternoon. The second year in the fifth grade, | had a 
real good teacher, Menervia HARRIS. | wondered if | would ever make it through 
school. | did graduate from high school, attended one year beyond of “Normal School: 
which qualified you to be a school teacher, and then went two winter quarters to 
Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah. 


LIBRARY ACQUISITIONS 


The following additions to our library are 
donations as of March 1, 2001. All listed 
acquisitions were donated by Sharon and Tony Curtis. 


SHELF # TITLE SHELF # TITLE 
KK161 Ghost Stories KK176 Tonka - Mightly Dump Truck 
KK162 Star Wars KK177 Sheba the Chimp and Skylar 
KK163 Secret of the Old Garage KK178 The Relatives Came 
KK164 Healthcliff First Prize KK179  AColt Named Mischief 
KK165 Heathcliff and the Good Life KK180 The Kings Tea 
KK166 Heathcliff All American KK181 The Pilgrim's First 
KK167 101 Bug Jokes Thanksgiving 
KK168 Oliver and the Runaway KK182 Big Anthony and the Magic 
Alligator King 
KK169 Inventions One One Mentions KK183 Strega Nona 
KK170 Kevin's Christmas Vacation KK1 84 Giant Stories 
Scrapbook KK185 Ghost of Fear Street 
KK171 Home Alone in New York KK186 Ghost of Fear Street in 3-D 
KK172 If You Give a Moose a Muffin KK1 87 Spooksville 
KK173 Haunted House KK188 Monster Blood (Goosebumps) 


KK174 Martin and the Teachers Pet 
KK175 Loose Tooth 
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Who Have Enrolled 
In the as ia School 


The following list, continued from earlier issues of the Journal, gives the names* of the 
students who have enrolled in the West Virginia University Medical School from 1902-1962. 
The year of entrance and the place of residence is also given. Addresses are all in West 
Virginia unless otherwise indicated. This list is not indexed af the end of this Issue of HCJ. 
The names listed are those used when the student registered. 


This list was donated to HCPD by Mary SLEETH CREAMER, in memory of 
her father, Clark Kendall SLEETH. 


Roberts, Donald R 
1933 
Richwood 


Roberts, James E 
1921 
Charleston 


Robertson, Donna 
1960 
Prosperity 


Robinson, Dennis H 
1929 
Morgantown 


Robinson, John H 
1925 
Shinnston 


Robinson, William H 
1942 
Morgantown 


Roca, Julius C 
1923 
Yauco, PR 


Rodgers, Elrie P., Jr. 
1941 
Morgantown 


Rodgers, Ira E., Jr. 
1946 
Morgantown 


Rodgers, John T 
1944 
Wellsburg 


Rodriguez, 
Rafael 
1929 
Caguas, PR 


Rogers, Frank T 
1931 
Prestonburg, KY 


Rogers, John S 
1937 
Keyser 


Rogers, J 
Winston, 1960 
Frankfort, KY 


Rogers, Marcus 
N, 1954 
Forest Hill 


Rogers, Robert 
A., 1939 
Keyser 


Roles, Earl E., Jr. 
1947 
Lillybrook 


Rollings, Harry 
1922 
Lost City 
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Romino, Joseph 
1931 
Fairmont 


Rose, George W 
1934 
Shinnston 


Rose, Irving 
1932 
Brooklyn, NY 


Rosen, Eli A 
1932 
Brooklyn, NY 


Rosenberg, 
David 

1920 
Brooklyn, NY 


Rosenberg, 
Harry S 

1922 
Brooklyn, NY 


Rosenberg, 
Mortimer 1934 
Jackson Heights, 
NY 


Rosenblatt, 
Bernard B 
1932 
Tiffin, OH 


Rosenfeld, Joseph E 
1928 
New York, NY 


Ross, Charles E 
1962 
Wheeling 


Ross, Charles H 
1939 
Wayne 


Roth, Emanuel 
1922 
Brooklyn, NY 


Rothey, Kenneth B 
1929 
Pittsburgh, PA 


Rothfuss, Bryan C 
1928 
Princeton 


Rothfuss, Guy H 
1928 
Princeton 


Rowland, Edward T 
1929 
Weirton 


Rowland, Joseph K 
1922 
Princeton 
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ALLEN 
Cyrus, 75 
Minnie May, 75 
ALLMAN 
Maurice, 56 
AMOS 
Katie, 66 
APPLEGATE 
Edith, 87 
ARMSTRONG 
David, 88 
AUSTIN 
Lucile, 79 
BAILEY 
Family, 54 
BALL 


James Lewis, 72 


Rosamund, 72 
BALLENTINE 
Elizabeth M., 79 
John T., 79 
Mersaline, 79 
Mollie, 79 
William H., 79 
BARNES 
Marianna, 74 
BARNETT 
Jemima, 89 
Matilda, 89 
BEATTY 
Beverly, 82 
BELVIN 
Mary, 88 
BENNETT 
B. P., 87 
E. A., 87 
Moses, 87 
Moses, Jr., 87 
P.A., 87 
Prudence, 87 
W. W., 87 
BICE 
Edmong, 87 
Mary, 87 
Morrell, 87 
Sarah, 87 
Stephen, 87 
Thomas, 87 
William, 87 
BICKEL, 93 
Old Bickel Farm, 
93 
BISE 
Catherine, 87 
Edith, 87 
George, 87 


Hannah, 87 
Mary, 87 
Susan, 87 
Thomas, 87 
Willima, 87 
BLAKE 
Ann Maria, 84 
BOGGS 
Family, 72 
BOWEN, 96 
Genevieve, 96 
BOWLBY 
Catherine, 59 
John, 60 
BOWMAN 
Annie, 57 
BRADY 
Beth, 82 
BRAGG 
Emily, 89 
James, 89 
Jemima, 89 
Mary, 89 
Matilda, 89 
Reuben, 89 
BRAKE, 90, 91 
Jerethew, 90 
Leonard, 90 
Savanah, 90 
Savannah, 91 
BRANNON 
Catherine, 86 
Henderson, 86 
Jerusha, 86 
Nora, 86 
William, 86 
BRIMMER 
Margaret, 54 
BROWN 
Andrew S., 87 
Ann, 87 
David, 87 
Eleanor, 87 
James, 78, 87 
John, 87 
John J., 87 
John, Sr., 87 
Mahala, 87 
Margaret, 87 
Mary, 88 
Mary Louise, 87 
Nancy, 87 
Prudence, 87 
Rebecca, 87 
Robert, 87 
Robert, Jr., 87 


Index 


Susan, 87 
BURNHAM, 97 
Cal, 97 
Dad, 97 
BURROUGHS 
Elizabeth, 88 
BURTON 
Charles, 81 
Kathryn, 81 
BUSH 
George W., 75 
Henry, 73 
Jacob, 73 
Tillie, 74, 75, 76 
Woodford, 73 
BUYS 
Aaron, 86 
Aret, 86 
Arien, 86 
Francis, 87 
Gerritje, 86 
Hannah, 87 
Hannah (dau.), 87 
Henreck, 86 
Jacob, 86 
Jannetje, 86 
Johannes, 86 
Johannes, Jr., 87 
John, 87 
Mary, 87 
Neeltje, 86 
Pieter, 86 
Thomas, 87 
Tryntje, 86 
Wilson, 87 
BYRNE 
Family, 72 
CALLAHAN 
Dr., 83 
CAMPBELL 
Vera, 81 
CAPATO 
Bertie/Bertelle, 76 
CAPITO 
Bertie/Bertelle, 76 
Julia Ann, 73 
CARPENTER 
Margaret, 87 
CASHEN 
Christopher, 54 
CASTO 
Ruby, 89 
CLENDENIN 
Family, 72 
COGER 
Anna, 88 
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Catherine, 88 
Sarah, 88 
Thomas, 88 
William, 88 
COLLINS 
pHEBA, 88 
COLTER, 92 
Thomas, 92 
CONLEY 
Benjamin, 77 
Elsie, 77 
CONRAD 
Eunice, 70, 71, 72 
Henry, 70 
Jacob, 72 
COOPER 
Carol, 86 
Charles, 86 
Charlotte, 86 
Claudia Mae, 86 
Diane, 86 
Dwight, 86 
Edward, 86 
Edward J., 86 
Eleverda, 86 
Elise, 86 
Elizabeth, 86 
Elize, 86 
Emma, 86 
Herbert, 86 
Ruth, 86 
Samuel, 86 
Shara, 86 
Thomas, 86 
Thomas, Jr., 86 
Vera Mae, 86 
William, 86 
William #3, 86 
William, Jr., 86 
CORBIN 
Nina, 79 
CORE 
Earl, 68 
COWAN 
Rhonda, 87 
CRANE 
Elizabeth, 75 
Martha Ann, 75 
Newell, 75 
CREAMER 
Mary, 102 
CRISLIP 
Asby, 77 
Maud, 77 
CROFT 
Thomas,Dr., 100 
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CUTLIP 
Family, 72 


Jessie, 74 
DALTON 
Gang, 88 
DANIELS 
Caleb, 75 
Floy, 75 
DARNALL 


Matthias, 60 
Peter, 60 
DE GRAFF 
Neeltje, 86 
DEMPSEY 
James, 54 
DENT, 101 
Mrs., 101 
DINWAY 
Female, 87 
EISENHOWER 
Gen. Dwight, 85 
ERVIN 
Clara, 80 
FETTY 
Araminta, 77 
Henry, 77 
FIELD 
Sharon, 87 
FISHER 
J.D., 64 
FLESHER 
Adam, 83 
Bettye, 84 
Clinton, 83 
Crayton, 83 
Crayton O., 83 
Forest, 83 
Hamden, 83 
Harriet, 83 
Harry, 83, 84 
Harry E., 83 
Harry Edgar, 84 
Henry, 83 
isaac C., 83 
James L., 84 
Martha, 84 
Okey, 83 
Porter, 83 
Thornton E., 83 
FOREMAN 
Dora, 66 
FOWLER 
Emily, 89 


FRUCHEY 
Mary I., 85 
GLENN 
Ann Maria, 84 
Martha, 84 
Richard, 84 
GLUCK 
Christian, 73 
Ellen, 73, 74 
J.C., 73 
J.C. J, 83 
GOFF 
George, 73 
GOLLEDGE 
Floy, 75 
GRANT, 94 
Jedediah M., 94 
Joe, 94 
Joseph, 94 
GRIMES 
Elizabeth, 76 
James, 76 


Herbert W., 80 
Jane, 80 
Julia, 80 
Julia Edna, 80 
Kate, 80 
Stanley M., 80 
HAMMOND 
D.S., 83 
HARRIS, 101 
Catherine, 87 
Menervia, 101 
HAWKINS 
Elizabeth, 75 
James, 75 
HAYHURST 
Family, 72 
William, 61 
HECKERT 
David Adam, 73 
Wes, 73 
HIATT 
Jane, 80 
Lewis, 80 
Stanley, 80 
HICKLE, 90, 91 
Jerethew, 90, 91 
HICKMAN 
Addie, 88 
Arthur, 88 
Elizabeth, 88 
Ezekiel, 88 
Jane, 88 


Joshua, 88 
Josinah, 88 
Lewis, 88 
Margaret, 88 
Maria, 88 
Mary, 88 
Matilda, 88 
Nancy, 88 
Patricia, 73 
Sarah, 88 
William, 88 
HINKLE 
Clara, 81 
Clyde, 81 
HOOD 
Alfred, 61, 64, 65, 
66 


C. P., 67 

Carrie, 66 

Dora, 66 

Ida, 66 

Iris, 65 

James (brother), 
69 

James (son), 63, 
65, 66 

John J., 59 

John Smith, 59, 
60, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 66 

John, Jr., 61, 63, 
64, 66 

John, Sr., 59, 61, 
65 

Katie, 66 

Letitia, 59, 60 

Malinda, 66 

Margaret, 60, 61, 
66 


Mary, 59, 60, 62, 
63, 64, 65, 66 
Mary Ellen, 66 
Rebecca, 61, 66 
Russell, 67 
Smith “Bud", 61, 
65, 66 
Thomas, 66 
William, 60 
HUFFMAN 
Virginia, 85 
HUSK 
Gloria, 82 
HYTOVICK 
Vivian, 89 
JACKSON, 90, 91 
Edward, 90 
Mary, 90 
Stonewall, 91 
Thomas, 91 
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JAMES 
Gang, 88 
JARVIS 
Family, 72 
JETT 
Clara, 82 
Mariah, 73 
JOHNSON 
Lillie, 76 
JOLLEY, 100 
Lewis, 100 
JOLLIFFE 
Family, 72 
JONES 
Gen. William, 61 
Virgil, 67 
KAUFMANN 
Linda, 72 
KELLAR 
Frank, 82 
Marguerite, 82 
KELLEY 


Bernard, 54 

Gertrude, 74 
Lamb, 97 

Margaretta, 97 
LANTZ 


William, 67 
LARABEE 
Elizabeth, 81 
Ralph, 81 
LAW 
Andrew, 78 
Blanche, 79 
Or. G., 78 
Florence, 79 
Guy, 79 
Harvey, 78 
Henry, 79 
Julia, 75, 79 
Julia L., 79 
Leonidas, 75, 78, 
79 
Leonidas L., 79 
Mae, 79 
Margaret, 78 
Michael, 79 
Nancy, 79 
Nancy A., 79 
Nancy E., 78, 79 
Nancy T., 79 
Nina, 79 
Nora, 79 
Russell, 79 
LAWSON 


ACKER'S CREEK JO 


Beth, 82 
Beverly, 82 
Clara, 82 
Ed, 82 
Marguerite, 82 
Ruhl, 82 
William, 82 
LEATHERBURY 
Jane, 75 
LEMASTERS 
Family, 72 
LOUGH 
Samuel, 64 
LOWE 
Nancy, 79 
Olmer, 79 
LOWTHER 
Family, 72 
MACE 
Eunice, 71 
Henry, 88 
John, 71 
Sarah, 88 
MAJESKI 


Clara, 81 
Elizabeth, 88 
Robert, 81 
McCOY 
Nancy, 79 
McWHORTER 
Annie, 57 
Ardelia, 57 
John M., 57 
Judith, 57 
Lucullus V., 57 
MELCHER 
Emma, 86 
MERTZ 
Catherine, 55 
Elizabeth, 55 
Florantz, 55 
Frances, 55 
Frank, 55 
George, 55 
Grace, 55 
Joseph, 55 
Martin, 54, 56 
MEYERS 
Linda, 69 
MIKULCZA 
Hilda, 81 
Michael, 81 


A 


MINACE, 100 
Mrs., 100 
MITCHELL, 91 
Lottie, 91 
MOJESKA 
Agnes, 81 
MOLLOHAN 
Family, 72 
MONEYPENNY 
John, 54 
MOON 
Donna, 90 
MORGAN 
Malinda, 66 
MORRISON, 100 
Clyde, 88 
Dr., 100 
Marion, 88 
Mary, 88 
MURPHY 
Family, 72 
MURRAY, 95, 99 
Esther, 95 
Thomas, 99 
NETHERY, 90 
George R., 90 
NORTON, 99 
George, 99 
NUTT 
REbecca, 87 
OOSTEROM 
Trentje, 86 
PARKER 
Jane, 88 
PATTON 
Gen. George, 85 
PENIEL 
Farm, 77 
PERRINE 
Claudia, 86 
PHILLIPS 
Anna, 85 
PLETCHER 
Ida, 81 
PORTER, 95 
Bishop, 95 
POWERS 
John, 89 
PRICKETT 
Family, 72 
PULLIAM — 


RACER 
Mary Lousia, 87 
William, 87 


RADCLIFF/RATLIFF 


Margaret, 87 


OLUME 


RASMUSSEN 
Clara, 81 
Family, 82 

REID 
Iris, 65 

RICE 
Mary, 64 

RICHMOND 
Mary, 89 

RIDGEWAY 
Zackwell, 61 

ROBERTSON, 100 
Cyrus, 100 

ROBEY 
George, 64 

ROHRBOUGH 
Freda, 81 
George, 81 
Ida, 84 

RUHL 
Araminta, 77 
Arminta, 74 

RULE 
Araminta, 77 

SCHOOLCRAFT 
John, 89 

SCHWEISER, 91 
Bessie, 91 

SCHWEITZER 
Schweitzer, 73 

SEAMAN 
Blanche, 79 

SERGENT 
Christine, 77 
William D., 77 

SEYBOLD 
Susan, 87 

SHAW 


Capt. Thomas, 76 


David, 83 
SHEA 
Isaac, 87 
John, 87 
SHEARER 
Andrew, 55 
Beana, 55 
George, 54, 55, 
56 
Henry, 55 
Jacobina, 55 
John, 55 
Louisa, 55 
William, 55 
SHOWALTER 
c.C., 83 
SHUPE 
Kate, 80 
SHUTRETTER 
Charles, 55 
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Elizabeth, 55 
Frederica, 55 
Lorentz, 54, 56 
Mary, 55 
SIMMONS 
Joyce, 88, 89 
SKELTON 
Mary, 89 
SKIDMORE, 90, 91, 
92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 
97, 99 
Adelaide, 80 
Dorothy, 93, 95 
Dorothy Laura, 90 
Dotia, 93 
Esther, 93, 95, 99 
Gauis, 93 
Grandma, 96, 97 
Hillard, 93 
Horace, 93, 96 
Isaac, 91 
Issac, 93 
Mr., 92, 93, 94 
Mrs. Lewean, 93 
Napoleon, 93 
Samantha, 93 
Samuel Kiser, 92 
Savannah, 95 
Savannah Brake, 


Nancy, 87 
Stewart, 87 
SLEETH 
Clark K., 102 
David, 73 
SMITH 
Family, 72 
Joshua, 88 
Letitia, 59, 60 
Mary, 88 
Pheba, 88 
SMYTH 
Catherine, 59 
Hynson, 59, 61 
Mary, 59, 60, 62, 
66 
SNYDER 
Elizabeth, 81 
SOLOMON, 90 
Eusibia, 90 
Frances Verona, 
90 
George, 90 
SORENSEN, 98 
Manual, 98 
SPARKS 
Elizabeth, 75 
STALLMAN 
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Lewis, 73 
Stalnaker 
Joy, 56 
STARK 
Anthony, 54, 56 
Charles, 54 
Henry, 54 
John M., 55 
Joseph, 54, 56 
STARLING 
Hannah, 87 
STEINBBECK 
Christine, 77 
George F., 77 
George W., 77 
Henry, 77 
Julia, 77 
Kemp, 77 
Maud, 77 
STEINBECK 
Adelaide, 80 
Alma, 74 
Ann, 75 
Anna, 81 
Anna M., 81 
Araminta, 74 
Bertelle, 75 
Bertie, 76 
Bessie, 81 
Bessie Maud, 80 
Carl, 80, 81 
Charles, 78 
Charles "Carl", 80 
Charles D., 81 
Chris, 77 
Christian, 74 
Clara, 80 
Clara Anna, 81 
Clara Marie, 81 
Criss, 77 
Daniel, 73 
Deskey, 80 
Dr. Christian, 74 
Earl, 74 
Edwin, 81 
Effie, 77 
Ella, 77 
Ellen, 74 
Elsie, 77 
Floy, 75 
Frances 
Josephine, 81 


Francis, 79, 80, 
81 


Frank, 78 
Frankie, 82 
Freda, 81 
Frederick, 80 
Frederick N., 81 
George, 74, 76, 
78 
Georgia, 81 
Georgia Anita, 80 
Gertrude, 74 
Gordon, 78 
Grant, 77 
Hallie, 78 
Henry, 73, 77 
Henry (grandson), 
74 
Henry D., 77 
Henry Herbert, 80 
Herbert F., 81 
Hilda, 81 
Howard, 78 
Ina, 78 
Jane, 78 
Jessie, 74 
Joanna, 74 
John, 76, 77 
John W., 74, 75, 
76 
John, Jr., 75 
Joseph, 80, 81 
Joseph H., 81 
Julia, 75, 77 
Julia Ann, 73 
Julia E., 80 
Lillie, 74 
Louis, 76, 77 
Louis (Louise?), 
78 
Maple, 78 
Maple "Ray", 78 
Marianna, 74 
Mary, 81 
Mary E. "Mollie", 
79 
Mary Ethyl, 80 
Mattie, 76 
Minnie May, 75 
Mollie, 76, 80, 84 
Nancy, 75 
Nancy E., 78 


Olive, 81 
Perry, 76,77, 78 
Perry Granvil, 77 
Perry Lee, 75 
Tillie, 74, 76, 78 
Ulyssus, 77 
Vera, 81 
Virginia, 80 
Walter D., 80 
William, 74, 81 
William D., 81 
STEORTS 
Family, 72 
STOUT 
Rebecca, 89 
STRALEY 
Anna, 85 
Carol, 84 
Gordon, 84 
Mary 1., 85 
Susan, 85 
Virginia, 85 
SWISHER 
Adelia, 57 
Daniel, 73 
Ellen, 73 
Isaac, 73 
Lorenzo, 73 
Louisa, 73 
Mariah, 73 
SWORD 
Effie, 77 
TALBOTT 
Carrie, 66 
Ida, 66 
Robert, 66 
TAYLOR 
Harriet, 84 
Hilda, 81 
J.T., 84 
John C., 81 
THREET, 90 
Sterling, 90 
TIBBS 
Rebecca, 66 
Robert, 60, 66 
TOOHEY 
Shirley, 73 
TRAMMELL 
Elizabeth, 88 
TRIMMER 
Carol, 85 
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Joseph, 85 
VAN METER 
Josinah, 88 
WALDECK 
Margaret, 78 
WAMSLEY 
Mary, 89 
WARD 
Agnes, 81 
Bessie, 84 
Burt, 81 
Elizabeth, 81 
Elizabeth S., 81 
John S., 81 
Mary, 81 
Walter, 81 
WARNER 
Family, 72 
WATSON, 90, 95, 97 
Arden, 90 
Dorothy Laura, 90 
Frances Verona, 
90 
Jacob Arden, 90, 
97 
Jake, 90 
Margretta Lamb, 
97 
Thomas, 95 
Thomas Rowan, 
90 
Thomas Rowan 
Sr., 90 
WAYNE 
John, 88 
WHITE 
Rebecca, 89 
Samuel, 89 
William, 89 
WILEY 
Samuel, 68 
WILSON 
Georgia, 81 
Jerry, 81 
Kathryn, 81 


WISMAN 


Ida, 66 

James B., 66 
Mary Ellen, 66 
Silas, 68 
William, 63, 64 


JOHN SLEETH’S TRADING PosT _ 
publications and Materials For Sa, 


: BIRTH RECORDS: 


BIRTH RECORDS OF LEWIS COUNTY, WV - Compiled by Hartzel 
Strader and Alan Strader. From the Lewis County Court House Birth Records. 
Soft bound. Index. HC-7061 Volume I 1853-1868; HC-7062 Volume II 1869- 
1877; HC-7063 Volume III 1878-1892; HC-7064 Volume IV 1853-1903, HC- 
7065 Volume V 1904-1916. $15.00 each. 


BIRTH RECORDS OF LEWIS COUNTY, WV - Same as above except all 
five volumes on one CD-Rom. HC-7105 $30.00 


PARTICLES OF GLASS: Birth Dates of Members of the Window Glass 
Cutters League of America as recorded on 19 May 1941, compiled by Joy 
Gregoire Gilchrist-Stalnaker. Records from glass plants in West Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Arkansas, and Illinois. HC-7953 $7.00 


BRAXTON COUNTY WEST VIRGINIA BIRTHS 1853 - 1860 85 pages Compiled by HCPD members Nettie and 
Lisa Gregory. HC-7301 $10.00 


WEBSTER COUNTY WEST VIRGINIA BIRTHS Two volumes, 1888-1899 and 1900-1908. Compiled by Nettie 
Gregory from WPA records. 1888-1899 - HC-7250. 1900- 1908 - HC-7251. $10.00/volume. 


Census: 

1870 CENSUS BARBOUR COUNTY, WY, compiled by Joy Gilchrist and Marian Challender. Indexed. HC-7095 
$15.00 

1920 CENSUS BARBOUR COUNTY, WV, compiled by Julia Ann Charlton Stewart. Indexed. HC-7350 $25.00 


1910 CENSUS DODDRIDGE COUNTY, WY, compiled by Meredith E, Dando and Susie D, Nicholson. Indexed. HC- 
7071 $15.00. 


1830 CENSUS LEWIS COUNTY, WY, compiled by Linda B. Meyers. HC-7066 $5.00 
1840 Census Lewis County, WV, compiled by Linda B. Meyers. HC-7067 $5.00. 


1880 WEST VIRGINIA CENSUS - Compiled by William Marsh. Fourteen hard bound volumes with three or four 
counties per volume. Volume 14 is the Index to all the sumames for West Virginia 1880. The census is compiled in 
alphabetical order by county. Each volume contains three or four counties. The counties as they appear in the volumes are: 
Volume I - Lewis, Upshur, Taylor, and Barbour; Volume II - Randolph, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Webster, Tucker, Grant, 
Hardy, and Mineral; Volume III - Harrison, Doddridge, Gilmer, and Calhoun; Volume IV - Braxton, Clay, Nicholas, 
Fayette, Raleigh, and Wyoming; Volume V - Ritchie, Wood, and Wirt; Volume VI - Monongalia, Preston, and Marion; 
Volume Vil - Pleasant, Marshall, Tyler, and Wetzel; Volume VIII - Roane, Kanawha, and Boone; Volume IX - Greenbrier, 
Monroe, Summers, Mercer, and McDowell; Volume X - Jackson, Putnam, and Mason; Volume XI - Cabell, Wayne, 
Lincoln, and Logan; Volume XII - Ohio, Brooke, and Hancock; Volume XIII - Hampshire, Morgan, Berkeley, and 
Jefferson, Vols. 1-13 $38.50. Vol. 14 $78.00. Specify county on order form. 


1900 LEWIS COUNTY CENSUS compiled by Anna Newman HC-7068 $20.00. 


GOURT RECORDS: : 
GLEANINGS FROM LEWIS COUNTY, WV, CHANCERY RECORDS, Vol. I. (1786-1836), compiled by Dr. 
Nancy A. Jackson. These are the abstracts of the loose papers in the Lewis County Circuit Court. Every effort has been 
made to include anything of a genealogical nature from these precious papers. Indexed. 53 pages. HC-7958 $22.00 


ABSTRACTS OF LEWIS COUNTY, WV, DEED BOOKS A, B, & C (1817-1827), abstracted by Becky Brogie, 
Charles Gilchrist, Joy Gilchrist, Diane Miller and Mo Taylor. 122 pages, soft-bound, sumame index. HC-7031 $15.00 


LEWIS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA, ROAD PRECINCT BOOK December 1865-December 1872, compiled by 
Okey Corley from actual court records, this book details the layout in the roads and persons appointed as overseers of same. 
Indexed by Joy Gilchrist. HC-7203 $15.00 


VOTERS REGISTRATION LIST 1906 — Hacker’s Creek & Freeman's Creek, compiled by Okey Corley and edited 
by Nora Corley. HC-7101 $6.00. 


Deaths, obits, & cemeteries: 


CEMETERY RECORDS OF LEWIS COUNTY AND ADJACENT AREAS - Ten volumes compiled by Matha 
Byrd with assistance from HCPD members. Readings of various cemeteries in Lewis, Braxton, and Harrison counties, 
WV, with additions from extant obituaries. Volume I - HC-7081 $12.50; Volume II - HC-7082, $12.50; Volume III - HC- 
7083 $12.50; Volume IV - HC-7084 $12.50; Volume V - HC-7085 $12.50; Volume VI - HC-7086 $12.50; Volume Vil - 
HC-7087 $12.50; Volume VIII (Machpelah Cem) - HC-7073 $15,00; Volume IX - HC-7074 $12.50; Volume X - HC- 
7075 $12.50; Volume XI HC-7077 $12.50 Indexed and staple bound. : 


OBITUARIES, BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES: FROM THE WESTON INDEPENDENT - LEWIS COUNTY, WV 
1939-1940, & 1941, compiled by Matha Byrd for HCPD. These books include all of the obituaries, births and marriage 
from 1939-1941 as listed in the Weston Independent, the former paper of Lewis County, 1939-40 - HC-7015; 1941 HC- 
7016. $10.00 ea. 


OBITUARIES, BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES: FROM THE WESTON INDEPENDENT - LEWIS COUNTY, WV 
1942-1943, 1944-1945, 1948-1949, compiled by Matha Byrd for HCPD. These books include all of the obituaries, births 
and marriage from the two years included in each publication as listed in the Weston Independent, the former paper of 
Lewis County. 1942-1943 - HC-7014; 1944-1945 - HC-7012; 1948-1949 - HC-7013. $14.00 ea. 


OBITUARIES, BIRTHS AND MARRIAGES: FROM THE WESTON INDEPENDENT - LEWIS COUNTY, WV 
1951, 1958, 1959 AND 1962, compiled by Matha Byrd for HCPD. 1951 - HC-7017, 1958 - HC-7018; 1959 - HC-7019, 
1962 - HC-7020. $8.00 ea. 


DEATH RECORDS OF LEWIS COUNTY, WV - Compiled by Hartzel Strader and Alan Strader. From the Lewis 
County Court House Death Records. Soft bound. Index. Volume I 1853-1886 - HC-7051. Volume II 1887-1905 - HC- 
7052. Volume III 1906-1929 - HC-7053. Volume IV 1930-1940 - HC-7054. Volume V 1941-1955 - HC-7060. $15.00 
ea. 

LEWIS COUNTY OBITUARIES - compiled by Anna and Jay Newman. Extant obituaries for Lewis Co., WV 1846- 
1939 in a series of five books. 1846 - 1899 (94 pages) - HC-7005 $8.00; 1900-1909 (74 pages) - HC-7004 $8.00; 1910- 
1919 (100 pages) - HC-7003 $8.00;. 1920-1929 (236 pages) - HC-7002 $20.00; and 1930-1939 (256 pages) HC-7001 
$20.00. 


Family Histories: ° 


WILLIAM HURST OF WEST VIRGINIA, A Genealogical Collection of his Descendants, compiled by Connie Street 
& Lora Ruth Hurst HC-7162 $30.00. 


RESEARCH NOTES ON THE BENNETTS FROM PENDLETON COUNTY (WEST) VIRGINIA with tax/census 
addendum, compiled by Jeff Carr HC-7957 $20.00 


EARLY LEWIS & HARRISON CO. (W) VA. FAMILIES, THEIR DESCENDANTS AND ALLIED FAMILIES - 
A collection five- generation charts complied by members of HCPD. Indexed. Vol. | (290 charts) - HC-7041; Vol. If (178 
charts) - HC-7042; Vol. III (340 charts) - HC-7043; Vol. [V (178 charts) - HC-7044; Vol. V (136 charts) - HC-7045; Vol. 
VI (134 charts) - HC-7046; Vol. VII (192 charts) - HC-7047; Vol. VIII (114 charts) - HC-7048, $17/volume. 


DESCENDANTS OF JONATHAN STOUT HI and DAVID STOUT II By Russell J. Stout and Olive M. Stout. 
Approximately 100‘pages. Indexed. HC-7950-S $16.50. 


A CHRONOLOGY OF THE STALNAKER FAMILY IN AMERICA Researched and compiled by Cecil E. Stalnaker 
and edited by Martin L. Yokum, this 491 page book explores the descendants of Capt. Samuel Stalnaker, Pioneer 


Frontiersman, hunter, trader and friend of the Cherokee. Published in 1982. Published 1982. 491 pages. Mostly 
indexed. HC-7106 $30.00 


DON NORMAN FILES ON CD-Rom One CD-Rom containing all files compiled by Don Norman as shown on 
our website There are times that the information you receive will be more current than that shown on the website. 
This disk was last updated January 2001. HC-7617 $35.00 


FAMILY STORIES & BIBLE RECORDS OF CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA: EXTRACTS FROM 
CLARKSBURG EXPONENT TELEGRAM Compiled By Lolita Guthrie. Bible records and other stories compiled in a 
Bible records project of the Clarksburg Exponent-Telegram. Volume I April-Sept 1932 - HC-7450; Volume Il, October 
1932 - February 1933 - HC-7451. Some records hundreds of years old. Indexed. $12.50/volume, $12.50 


HISTORY OF THE HENRY MCWHORTER FAMILY OF NJ & WV Written in 1948 by family historian 
Minnie S. McWhorter. Reprinted in 1980 and being offered through HCPD for the McWhorter Family Association. 
Family proceeds support the Henry McWhorter Cabin at Jackson's Mill. HC-7096 $25.00 


THE BUILDING OF THE JONATHAN MCCALLY BENNETT MANSION IN WESTON Otis and Betty 
Reed researched and wrote this booklet for visitors to what is now the Louis Bennett public library in Weston. 
Numerous photos and drawings of one of West Virginia National Register of Historic Places sites. 30 pages. 
Paperback. HC-7553 $2.50 


Local Histories: 


A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF OLD LEWIS COUNTY: THE CROSSROADS OF CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA 
"Hardy, tenacious, fiercely independent, Indians, Scotch-Irish, Germans, "Stonewall" Jackson, General Lightbum, Freddie 
Wyant. Trans-Allegheny Asylum for the Insane, the Ice Cream Cone, the Bailey House. Oil and gas, coal, hand blown 
glass. All describe old Lewis County, the heart of Central West Virginia, where from 1769 to the present its citizens have 
been prosperity come and go, where today the community struggles to propel itself into the twenty-first century through 
tourism and recreation and the newly created Stonewall Jackson Lake." So begins the dust-jacket text of A Pictorial History 
of Old Lewis County: The Crossroads of Central West Virginia This fully indexed, 224-page award-winning book contains 
more than 300 pictures and interesting descriptive prose of life in Lewis County. With very few exceptions, every person in 
every photograph is identified. Text from the photograph captions define the script of the book without being repetitive. 
Written under the auspices of the Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants by the late Charles H. Gilchrist and his wife, Joy L. 
Gregoire Gilchrist (now Stalnaker), the book is a "must read" for those with roots in Lewis County. Published by Donning 
Publishing Company, a subsidiary of Walsworth Publishing Company. Shipping on this book is $5. HC-7091, $52.50 


BORDER SETTLERS OF NORTHWESTERN VIRGINIA Written by Lucullus McWhorter. and later annotated by 
Thwaites. McWhorter explored the lives and times of several families who lived along the westem frontier during the last 
half of the seventeenth century with special emphasis on the French & Indian War, the Revolution, and border warfare. 
This book is a definite "must have" for anyone interested in pioneer life in northwestem Virginia (now West Virginia), 
Ohio, and Kentucky and should take its place alongside Withers CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE, Doddridge's 
NOTES ON THE SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS, and DeHass' HISTORY OF THE EARLY SETTLMENT AND 
INDIAN WARS OF WEST VIRGINIA. ONE OF THE BIG FOUR. Indexed. HC-7525 $16.95 - 


CHRONICLES OF BORDER WARFARE Written by Alexander Scott Withers (ISBN 0-87012-000-X. Revised edition 
of the famous history of the settlement of northwestem Virginia (West Virginia) and of the Indian wars in that section. 
Edited and annotated by Reuben Gold Thwaites. Original compilers of the information were William Hacker and William 
Powers, Withers was given the contract for the book after Hacker's and Power's deaths by a Mr. Israel, a Clarksburg, (West) 
Virginia, publisher. ONE OF THE BIG FOUR! Paperback. 468 pages. Indexed. HC-7526 $16.00 


LEWIS COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA: HER PEOPLE AND PLACES Alphonse de Lamartine said, "History is neither 
more nor less than biography on a large scale." And so it is with the newly release companion to the above book. Lewis 
County, West Virginia: Her People and Places contains more than 600 true stories of Lewis County families, businesses, 
events, and places of yesterday and today written by people from Washington State to Florida and Maine to New Mexico, 
with a few from West Virginia thrown in for good measure. More than 500 phgtographs define the text and add color to 
this book, the colorful dust jacket of which features the beloved McWhorter cabin at Jackson's Mill. Edited by Joy L. 
Gilchrist- Stalnaker with help from a cadre of volunteers across the country, this 256-page book is indexed. Published by 
Walsworth Publishing Company, the book is available from its sponsor, the Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants. HC-9001 


$62.00 


THE PEOPLE OF VANDALIA COMMUNITY, LEWIS COUNTY, WY, by Sam W. Hardman & W. H. Peterson with 
new maps by Hartzel Strader, indexed. 62 pages. HC-7949 $22.00 


A HISTORY OF ROANOKE, WEST VIRGINIA, Compiled by Emma Snider and Nettie Gregory, this book chronicles 
the village that all but disappeared with the building of Stonewall Jackson Dam and Lake. 36 pages. Spiral bound. 36 
pages. HC-7098 $14.00 


A HISTORY OF WALKERVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA, This early history compiled in an awhile ago time by Clark 
Sprigg has been retyped and is published by HCPD. Indexed. 31 pages. HC-7057 $5.00 


Index to Maxwell's History of Barbour County, WV - Every name index to old county history. Soft bound. $5.00 


MOCASSIN TRACKS AND OTHER IMPRINTS William Christian Dodrill explored the Appalachias from the 
American Revolution to the Civil War. 320 pages. HC-7523 $15.00 


NOTES ON THE SETTLEMENT AND INDIAN WARS Joseph Doddridge describes the settlement and Indian wars 
of the western parts of Virginia and Pennsylvania from 1763 to 1783 inclusive. ONE OF THE BIG FOUR! Annotated. 
Paperback. Indexed. 320 pages. HC-7524 $16.00 


THAT DARK AND BLOODY RIVER Written by scholar and master storyteller Alan Eckert, this narrative history spans 
nearly eighty years and peopled with fascinating characters both familiar (such as Daniel Boone) and less famous (young 
Betty Zane). This books shops us the heroism and savagery on the parts of both whites and native people, the politcal 
pressures on the Colonies' British governors to hold back expansion, and the enterprising and indomitable spirit of 
America's earliest pioneers. A MUST READ for persons with roots in what is now West Virginia and Ohio in frontier 
times, The footnotes are as important as the text of the book! Paperback. Indexed. 810 pages. HC-7950-DR $14.95 


THE MONONGALIA STORY (5 separate volumes) Earl L. Core, author. Probably the most voluminous of all the 
West Virginia county histories is The Monongalia Story. The first volume (subtitled Prelude) contains a general description 
of the county, including its geology, flora, fauna, and an account of the aborigines, followed by a record of more than 1,000 
early settlers. Indexed. Hardbound. Part I - HC-7950-MS1 $35.00 The second book in this series presents the history of 
the county (all of old Monongalia County) from its establishment in 1776 up to 1826. Hardbound. Indexed. Part II - HC- 
7950-MS2 $35.00 Books III will be released shortly and V is expected before the end of 2001. Meanwhile, the fourth 
book in this series, subtitled "Industrialization," tells the story of the transformation from an agricultural to an industrial 
base between 1876 and 1926. Hardbound. Indexed. HC-7950-MS4 $40.00 


THEY STARTED IT ALL - by Joy Gilchrist with assistance from Robert B. Smith. A guide to Historic Hacker's Creek, 
64 pages of history on 34 historic sites. Easy reading. 64 pages. HC-7949 $9.50 


HISTORY OF BRAXTON COUNTY, WY, by John Davison Sutton. 1997 reprint of Sutton's 1919 book. Printed by 
McClain. Hardbound. 460 pages. He-7950-BXC $40.00 


HISTORY OF BARBOUR COUNTY, WV, by Hu Maxwell. Hardbound. 1997 reprint of the 1898 history. 517 pages. 
HC-7950-BC $40.00 


A HISTORY OF PRESTON COUNTY by Oren F. Morton, Part !. Reprint by McClain Printing Company. Hardbound. 
HC-7950-PC $45 


HISTORY OF RANDOLPH COUNTY by Hu Maxwell McClain Publishing Company's reprint of the 1898 history. 
Paper-back, 540 pages. HC-7950-RC $20.00 


HISTORY OF TUCKER COUNTY, WV by Homer Floyd Fansler originally published in 1962 by McClain. This is the 
third printing. Hardbound. Indexed. 737 pages HC-7950-TC $35.00 


HISTORY OF TUCKER COUNTY by Cleta M. Long. Published in 1996 by McClain. Indexed. Hardbound, 475 
pages. HC-7950-TCL $45.00 


Maps: : 

MAPS OF HISTORIC SITES ON HACKER'S CREEK - by Robert B. Smith. Shows locations of churches, schools, 
cemeteries, forts, Indian camps, early settlers, Indian massacres on Hacker's Creek in northem Lewis Co & parts of 
Harrison & Upshur counties, WV. Staple bound in booklet form HC-7140-HC $5.00. 


Atlas and Gazetteer: Have map books for Ohio, West Virginia or Virginia. Topographic Maps of the Entire State w/GPS 
Grids and back roads. Published 1997 by DeLorme. HC-7950 Specify state. $16.95 


Lewis County Map - Suitable for framing. HC-7501 


Marriages: 

MARRIAGE BONDS & MARRIAGE RECORDS (1816-1865) - LEWIS COUNTY, (WEST) VIRGINIA compiled 
by Robert B. Smith & Howard Bonnett. Bride, groom, minister, bondsmen, parents where given, dates of marriage and/or 
minister's return for all extant marriage bonds & records. Arranged alphabetically by bride and groom and separated by 
bonds and records, 34,000 names, 250 pages. Copies of originals may be obtained from HCPD. HC-7070 $21.00. 


Military: 


UPSHUR BROTHERS OF THE BLUE AND GRAY _ A localized history of the Civil War based on personal letters, 
diaries and selections from newspaper accounts. These selections and listings of soldiers include names from over 20 
central and northem West Virginia counties. Accounts of personal tension, sacrifice, suffering and bittemess are portrayed 
as brother met brother on the battlefront and neighbor met neighbor at home. Annotated, illustrated, indexed. 259 pages. 


Paperback. HC-7099, $14.95 


MY RECOLLECTIONS AND EXPERIENCES OF THE CIVIL WAR or A CITIZEN OF WETON DURING 
THE LATE UNPLEASANTNESS by Thomas Bland Camden, M.D. with footnotes, index and new maps and pictures by 
Otis L, Reed. Proceeds from this book support both the HCPD Library and the Louis Bennett Public Library. HC-7960 


$19.95 


LEWIS COUNTY, WV, IN THE CIVIL WAR Written by Roy Bird Cook, 1924, and edited by West Virginia historian 
Boyd Stutler, this books explores the military operations around and about Lewis County as well as those who served from 
the county on both sides during the Great Conflict. "The significance of the operations in lewis and adjoining counteis 
cannot be measured by the number of troops engaged in holding the section, or by the fact that no great battle was fought 
within the sector. . .," said Stutler, Weston was the gateway to all points in the interior of what would become, as a result of 
the war, West Virginia. Contains listings of Lewis Countians who served on both sides. Indexed. Soft bound. Reprinted 
2000 from manuscript retyped by Cindy Ethier-Kostka. HC-7042 $15.00 


HC-7950-LW - LOYAL WEST VIRGINIA 1861-1965 The best testimony to an act, wrote Theodore F. Lang three 
decades after the Civil War, is the testimony of one who saw the act done. For more than three years Lang, a native of 
Clarksburg in divided Harrison County, was immersed in the tumultuous events of 1861-1865 that forged West Virginia's 
creation as America's 35th state midway through the war. In this book Lang describes events and personalities responsible 
for West Virginia's formation and pays particular attention to military operations involving West Virginia and its soldiers 
who remained loyal to the Union. Contains histories of every West Virginia military organization with complete officer 
rosters and 63 photographs. Indexed. Hardbound. 386 pages. HC-7950-LW $35.00 


WAR VETERANS OF UPSHUR COUNTY This collection of WWII veterans from Upshur County was compiled by 
Nathaniel Jack in cooperation with the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 3663. Does not necessarily contain all veterans 
from the county. Many photographs. 170 pages. Hardbound. Limited quantity. HC-7141 $10.00 


WEST VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR ALMANAC, Volume 1 The first of three projected books being compiled and written 
by Tim McKinney, this volume is a must for the researcher interested in the Civil War ancestors from present-day West 
Virginia. McKinney used numerous resources in his compilation: 1890 Civil War Veteran Census, the 1890 Confederate 
Index; Civil War medals of Union veterans (many remain unclaimed in Charleston today); compilation of WV Confederate 
soldiers and citizens who died in Federal prisons or military hospitals; an index to records of the Southem Claims 
Commission; and more! Hardbound. HC-7950-CWAI $29.95 


WEST VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR ALMANAC, Volume 2 Like Volume I of this trilogy, this book adds significantly 
information in print about West(em) Virginia's Civil War soldiers. It consists of nine parts. Part One provides a roster of 
31,519 Union soldiers from West Virginia. Part Two is an index to 12,683 Union veterans listed in the 1890 Civil War 
Veteran Census and published in volume one of this series. Part Three lists Civil War veterans and their widows; Part Four 
contains the names of deceased United States veterans in the 1890 Census, while Part Five provides names of deceased 
Confederate veterans, and Part Six indexes black troops credited to West Virginia. Part Seven focuses on distribution of the 
state's Civil War veterans with respect to their counties of residence. Part Eight gives a Statistical Review of the 1890 Civil 
War Veteran Census of West Virginia. The Nine, and final part, includes Addenda to Volume One. Hardbound. HC-7950- 


CWAZ $35.00 


IMAGES OF THE CIVIL WAR IN WEST VIRGINIA Authors Terry Lowry and Stan Cohen share a mutual love of the 
visual image of the Civil War, in both photographs and artwork. In this book Lowry and Cohen have produced an 
important, comprehensive compilation of historic images depicting West Virginia during the War Between the States. 
Images of the Civil War contains both never-before-published photographs as well as images that have been published, in 
such period magazines as Harper’s Weekly and The New York Illustrated News. Because of the large number of images 
available, the authors decided to limit the focus of the book to photographs and drawings created from 1860 to 1865. An 
exception to this are the post-Civil War portraits of men who fought in the war, found in the chapter Carrying on the 
Memories. These are the most poignant and telling photographs in the book. Looking at the faces of these brave and aging 
men, you remember that their lives were forever altered by the bloody chapter that tore this nation apart. 206 pages, 450 
photos, images, broadsides, etc., soft cover HC-7950-CWI $17.95 


THE CIVIL WAR IN WEST VIRGINIA: A Pictorial History by Stan Cohen. This classic of these tough times in West 
Virginia is a must for the Civil War enthusiast of the Mountain State. 250 photos, 24 maps, 160 pages. Paperback. HiC- 
7950-PCW $12.95 : 


THE FLYING, GRAY-HAIRED YANK: Michael Egan, Late Captain Co B, 15" West Virginia Infantry Volunteers 
by Michael Egan, Introduction by David Phillips. Reprint of the 1888 edition. Michael Egan wrote The Flying Gray-Haired 
Yank long after he completed serving his adopted country, the United States, in the Civil War. Unfortunately, he died in 
1888 — the year his book was published - and he did not see it in its completed form. 424 pages. Hardcover. HC-7950- 
ME $30.00 


WEST VIRGINIA CIVIL WAR SITES: A PICTORIAL GUIDE TO WEST VIRGINIA'S CIVIL WAR SITES by 
Stan Cohen. Over 230 sites connected in some way with the Civil War in West Virginia are included in this volume. They 
range from historic houses and buildings to battlefields and cemeteries, and portray a conflict that was instrumental in the 
formation of the state in 1863. Most of the sites are accompanied by a contemporary photograph with directions to the site 
and in some instances, a historic photograph or drawing. This guidebook should be a valuable tool for a better 
understanding of events that shaped West Virginia's history in the momentous years of our nation's greatest conflict - The 
Civil War. 132 pages, over 400 photos, maps, drawings, soft cover, HC-7950-CWS $9.95 


Gookbooks: 


MOM & RAMPS FOREVER. A cookbook featuring one of West Virginia's unique foods. HC-7950-RA $4.00 


RECEIPTS & REMEDIES, a collection from HCPD-L, edited by Mary Creamer 198 pages of recipes submitted by 
members of HCPD-L. $15.00 


MORE THAN BEANS AND CORNBREAD: TRADITIONAL WEST VIRGINIA COOKING by Barbara Beury 
McCallum, Preserved here are typical downhome recipes (some converted to use with modem appliances and/or 
convenience products) which is not to say that West Virginia doesn't have its share of sophisticated cooks and dining 
places. After all, The Greenbrier, is internationally known for its cuisine, and many culinary school graduates are chefs at 
various West Virginia restaurants, This cookbook will keep your family eating well, using simple ingredients, with "old 
West Virginia family recipes" to leave to your children, and their children. 190 pages, soft cover. HC-7950-BE $12.95 


Miscellaneous: 


VOLUME I, Il, If! OF THE JOURNAL - CONDENSED. Every name index. Family histories, public records of all 
types, cemetery listings, queries, etc., pertaining to the history and genealogy of Central WV, with special emphasis on 
Lewis, Harrison, Upshur, Gilmer, Barbour, & Randolph Counties. HC-7030 $30.00 

Past issues of the HACKER'S CREEK JOURNAL - Vol. IV-X. Issued quarterly by HCPD. Contents same as above, 
plus notification of happenings in Central WV, letters to & from members, etc. Five parts per volume - four issues and 
index. At least 200 pages per volume. $27/volume postpaid for non-members; $22/volume. Specify volume. 


HC JOURNAL TABLE OF CONTENTS 1982-1996 (Vol. I-X1V) compiled by Charles Linsley. $2.00 


YESTERYEARS - by Bill Adler. A collection of material abstracted from early Weston, Lewis Co., WV, news-papers 
and published as a column in the 1980's in the "Weston Democrat." A MUST for genealogical and historical research in 
Lewis County. Indexed. Vol. 1 $12; Vol. [1/$15; Vol. HI/S12. 


ROCKING CHAIR RAMBLES, Reminiscences of HCPD-L, 80 pages of remembering times gone by. $10.00 
HCPD Lapel Pin. $4 .00. 


HCPD Baseball cap - forest green WHCPD logo. HC-7139 35.00 

HCPD License Plate — forest green with gold print and HCPD logo. HC-7138 $5.00. 

West Virginia Wild Flowers Shipped in round plastic tube. $5.00 

MOUNTAIN HERITAGE The most complete one-volume work available on the Appalachian Cultural Heritage of West 
Virginians. Written by a group of West Virginia's finest scholars and edited by Dr. B. B. Maurer. The twelve chapters cover 
Man and the Appalachian Wilderness, Culture, Arts and Crafts, Language, Folklore and Literature, Family and Home, 
Music, Religion, Black Culture. A gréat resource to leam why West Virginians are the way "we" are. Very readable. 
Paperback. 352 pages. HC-7950-MH $14.00 

WAY OUT IN WEST VIRGINIA Jeanne Mozier's book is THE definitive guide - with great photos - to nearly 600 
of the Mountain State's wildest and wackiest offerings. .. . And you can visit the alll! A great book to guide you 
through the Mountain State. Paperback. 254 pages. HC-7950-WO $12.95 


WILD SWEET NOTES Subtitled Fifty Years of West Virginia Poetry 1950-199 and compiled as part of West 
Virginia Celebration 2000, this anthology is a treasure and a pleasure! Edited by Barbara Smith and Kirk Judd. 
Paperback. 418 pages. HC-7950-WSN $29.95 

ABSTRACTS OF THE PRESTON COUNTY JOURNAL 1886-1868 - by Joy Gilchrist. When the Preston County 
Courthouse was bumed in March 1869, all county court records were destroyed. These papers, the only extant local 
records for the period before the fire, contain marriages, deaths, wills and other information that cannot be found 
elsewhere. HC-7058 $7.00 

FOLLOW THE RIVER by James Alexander Thoms. When Mary Ingles Draper is captured by hostile Shawnee warriors, 
she uses her courage and intelligence to escape with another female captive, crossing the dangerous Virginia wildemess in 
search of her lost home. A true story written as historical fiction. Paperback. HC-7950-FTR $6.95. 

FROM SEA TO SHINING SEA by James Alexander Thom tells the tale of George Rogers Clark and his band as they 
made their march to Kaskaskia. Several frontiersmen from what would become the counties of Central West Virginia were 
with him. Though not mentioned by name, this book is great reading for background material on our pioneer ancestors. 
Paperback. HC-7950-STS 36,99 

PANTHER IN THE SKY by James Alexander Thom is an exciting adventure story about the life of the Shawnee chief 
Tecumseh who is known to have paid more than one visit to the Central West Virginia area. Paperback. HC-7950-PS 
$6.99 

OCTOBER SKY, formerly called The Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam is the true story of a teen-age boys in the mining 
town of Coaltown in southem West Virginia and their adventures and anxieties growing up in the 50s. Paperback. HC- 
7950-OS $6.99 a 

West Virginia, My Ancestors Lived Here T-Shirt. Specify khaki or gray. S,M, L. $13. XL, XXL, XXXL $14. Specify 
size and color, HC-7140-TS 


West Virginia, My Ancestors Lived Here Sweathshirt. Specify Khaki, deep red or gray. S, M, L. XL $15. XXL, XXXL 
$18. Specify size and color. HC-7140-SS 
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Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants ORDER FORM 


HC-Number ; Description 


Shipping & Handling 33.50 for first item, $1.50 for eack additional item. 
except for $5/ea for "People & Places" and "Crossroads" 


TAX (West Virginia residents 6% sales tax) 


Payment by: Check Credit Card: Visa Master Card 


Credit Card # Exp. Date 


Signature 


Name Address 


City Zip 


Phone ( 


Remit To: 
HCPD, 23 Abbotts Run Road, Horner, WV 26372 


Revised 2°26°01 JLGS 


| HACKER'S 


CREEK 
PIONEER 


DESCENDANTS 
LIFE MEMBERS 


Edward Lee Allman 

Maurice & Bertha Allman 
Karen Kemp Arrington 

Reva Winemiller Bennett 

David Baggs 

Julia Elizabeth Stalnaker Bragg 
Joyce K. Burkhardt 

Francis & Ann Butcher 

Matha Byrd & the late Earl Byrd 
Jerry Coffman 

Joyce Chambers 

Rebecca Choco 

Russell & Myrna Clark 

Janet L. Clemmons 

Jerry Coffman 

James & Dorothy Collins 

Okey Paul & Nora Mae Corley 
Lawrence & A, Joyce Cottrill 
Pat & Bob Crawford 

Jane & Jim Crider 

Ronna Cunningham 

Carl & lrma Curtis 

Calvin DeHaven 

James & Mary Alice Egan 
Martha Embrey 

Ada Lea Fitz 

Les Fury & the late Elizabeth Fury 
Eva J. Gaines 

Glenn & Rebecca Gamble 

Joy Gitchrist and the fate Charles Gilchrist 
Dr. & Mrs. William G, Golden 
Betty & Norman Graybill 


| (Hacker's Creek Pioneer Descendants, Inc. 
123 Abbott's Run Road 

| Horner, WV 26372 

Ph: (304) 269-7091 Bax: (304) 269-4430 


Nettie & Ford Gregory 
Mearle & Lolita Guthrie 
The late Tressie Hacker 
Betty J. Hamner 
Jim & Geneva Hardman Hilliard 
William F. & Susan Hayes Hf! 
Ralph B. Hinzman, Sr. 
Ralph & Tyla Hinzman 
Lora Ruth Hurst 
Nancy Ann Jackson 
Jean Conley Jasper 
Jerry A, Kay 
Atelinda Larson 
Conrad & Ann Line 
Hilliam J, McKinney, Sr. 
Ellie McClain Maroon 
David N. Matthews, D.D.S., #M4S. 
Kelli Dawn Merk 
Linda B. Meyers 
Jean Moffitt 
Duane & C. Sue Miles Nichols 
Ralph Nichols 
Arch & Rose Nissel 
John O Leary, Ir. 
Doris Poinsett 
The lute Ruth McCray Post 
Carol Powell 
Clarence L. & Lois Bartlett Price 
Ardell Ratliff 
Beecher & Betty Rhoades 
Joe & Erseline Rumbach 
Neva R. Shaffer 
The late Chester Steyer 
Hartzel Strader 
Bowd L. “Rocky” Swisher 
Ravdine Teicheiva and the late Joe Teicheira 
Mrs. Byron J. Turner 
Patricia & Bernard Viellenave 
Durrell & Hilda Warner 
Glea Waugh 
Raymond & Bonnie Ware 
Christine White 
Cary L. Williams 
Lee & Eleanore Wiseman 
Ella Firginia Wills 
Raymond Wolfe, Jr. 

Leonard Woadriyf 


*New Life Members 


E-mail: hepd@hackerscreck.com 


